CHURCHES  OF  THE 
ANSON  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 

1.  ANSONVILLE Organized  1888 

Ansonville,  N.C.  28007 

2.  BROWN  CREEK Organized  1828 

Route  1,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

3.  CEDAR  GROVE Organized  1877 

Route  2,  Polkton,  N.C.  28135 

4.  DEEP  CREED Organized  1778 

Route  3,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

5.  DEEP  SPRINGS Organized  1864 

Route  1,  Peachland,  N.C.  28133 

6.  FAITH Organized  1961 

Route  2,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

7.  FALL  BRANCH Organized  1915 

Route  1,  Lilesville,  N.C.  28091 

8.  GUM  SPRINGS Organized  1834  "    ' 

Route  1,  Lilesville,  N.C.  28091 

9.  LILESVILLE Organized  1777 

Lilesville,  N.C.  28091 

10.  MINERAL  SPRINGS Organized  1845 

Route  1,  Polkton,  N.C.  28135  ' 

11.  MORVEN Organized  1885 

Morven,  N.C.  28119  ^ 

12.  MOUNT  BEULAH Organized  1881 

Route  4,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

13.  MOUNT  CARMEL Organized  1942 

Route  2,  Peachland,  N.C.  28133  "■"      ' 

14.  MOUNT  ZION Organized  1912 

Route  1,  Lilesville,  N.C.  28091 

15.  NEW  HOME Organized  1889 

Route  2,  Peachland,  N.C.  28133 

16.  OAKDALE Organized  1931 

Route  1,  Polkton,  N.C.  28135  o      ''"'' 

17.  PEACHLAND Organized  1890 

Peachland,  N.C.  28133 
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18.  PLEASANT  GROVE Organized  1832 

Route  2,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

19.  POLKTON Organized  1835  '  .  i 

Polkton,  N.C.  28135  ■• 

20.  RED  HILL Organized  1865 

Route  2,  Polkton,  N.C.  28135 

21.  ROCKY  MOUNT Organized  1866 

Route  2,  Polkton,  N.C.  28135  , 

22.  ROCKY  RIVER Organized  1776  *f^ 

Route  2,  Polkton,  N.C.  28135  / 

WADESBORO: 

23.  NORTH  WADESBORO Organized  1923 

N.  Greene  St.,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

24.  SOUTHSIDE Organized  1948 

Burnsville  St.,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

25.  WADE Organized  1925  -~.l 

Church  St.,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

26.  WADESBORO,  FIRST Organized  1848 

Lee  &  Martin  St.,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 
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PREFACE 


The  story  of  Red  Hill  Baptist  Church  is  part  of  the  continuing  story  of  God  at 
work  through  His  church.  As  you  read,  you  will  see  there  were  lean  days  and  times  of 
great  rejoicing.  The  story  is  not  complete  for  the  future  looks  bright  in  the  work  of 
God. 

When  reading  through  the  minutes,  one  phrase  kept  leaping  out.  "Peace  and 
harmony  prevailed."  This  phrase  aptly  describes  Red  Hill  church.  There  have  been 
disagreements,  but  a  gracious  spirit  pervades  this  place  even  today. 

Special  thanks  needs  to  go  to  the  Wake  Forest  University  library.  The  Baptist 
Historical  Society  holds  an  outstanding  collection  and  its  staff  has  been  most 
helpful. 

This  book  represents  the  work  of  a  committee  which  has  spent  untold  hours 
gathering  data,  making  phone  calls  and  meeting  regularly.  Daphne  Lee,  the 
chairperson,  is  an  inspiration  to  work  with.  When  we  disagreed,  she  gently  but 
firmly  steered  me  to  the  right  path.  Other  members  include:  Carey  Edwards,  Sara 
Martin,  Priscilla  Randall  and  Mavis  Turner. 

This  is  the  story  of  Red  Hill  Baptist  Church.  I  do  hope  the  story  is  readable.  More 
than  that,  I  trust  and  pray  it  will  bring  glory  to  God. 

Dr.  Walter  Woodson,  Jr. 


WAKE  FOREST  UNIVERSffY 
LIBRARY 
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Chapter  One 

GETTING  STARTED 


1860-1870 


In  the  year  of  Our  Lord,  1860,  the  United  States  stood 
on  the  edge  of  a  precipice.  The  seeds  of  dissension  began 
bearing  fruit  when  five  Southern  states  seceded  from  the 
Union.  Soon  eight  other  states  would  join  those  five  to 
form  a  Confederacy.  War  could  break  out  at  any  minute. 

War  did  break  out  in  1861  when  Fort  Sumter  was  fired 
upon.  The  war  impacted  the  rolling  land  of  Anson  County 
in  North  Carolina.  "Anson  County  would  send  over  a  1000 
men  to  serve  the  Confederate  cause."  ' 

Even  before  the  firing  of  the  first  shot,  people  in 
Ansonville  stood  ready  to  help  the  Southern  cause.  At 
Ansonville,  there  were  two  factions  in  Carolina  Female 
College  community,  those  for  and  those  against  secession. 
On  February  2, 1861  an  eyewitness  recorded  the  raising  of 
a  secession  flag  only  to  be  taken  down  and  followed  by 
another."  - 

In  the  midst  of  this  kind  of  turmoil,  another  seed  bore 
first  fruit.  That  seed  is  God's  Eternal  Word.  It  grew  up  on 
top  of  a  red  clay  hill  in  northwestern  Anson  County  near 
Ansonville.  Today,  Christian  brothers  and  sisters  congre- 
gate every  Sunday  at  the  same  spot.  The  church  took  its 
name  from  the  soil  and  has  always  borne  the  title  "Red 
Hill  Baptist  Church." 

Earliest  records  go  back  to  1860.  The  first  known 
written  records  date  from  1861.  Red  Hill  Baptist  began 
under  the  guidance  of  Rocky  River  Baptist  Church  which 
dates  from  1772.  A  small  band  of  Christians  under  its 
guidance  began  meeting  in  the  Red  Hill  School  House. 

Why  did  Rocky  River  establish  a  mission  point  at  Red 
Hill?  The  obvious  reason  is  the  New  Testament  com- 
mands it.  Rocky  River  trace  themselves  back  to  Sandy 
Creek  Church  in  Randolph  County.  From  that  center,  the 
gospel  spread  north  into  Virginia,  south  into  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  and  westward  from  Virginia  into  Ken- 
tucky. ■' 

The  people  of  Red  Hill  credit  Uriah  Staton  (1807-1888) 
as  being  the  founder  of  the  church.  *  Staton  had  been 
active  in  Rocky  River  and  he  moved  with  the  first  group  to 
lead  during  the  early  days.  He  continued  to  play  a  major 
role  in  the  church's  history  as  later  chapters  suggest. 


Page  one  of  the  Red  Hill  Sunday  School  book  carries  the 
date  of  March  19,  1861.  On  each  Sunday  there  was  both  a 
morning  and  an  afternoon  session.  The  first  entry  notes 
that  four  males  and  four  female  teachers,  18  male  and  18 
female  scholars  made  up  the  number  of  people  present 
that  morning.  The  minutes  note,  "We  had  quite  a  lengthy 
sermon  delivered  by  Rev.  John  Broadaway  with  some 
remarks  respecting  the  blessings  derived  by  children 
attending  regularly  their  Sunday  School."  ' 

Attendance  dropped  slightly  for  the  afternoon  service 
that  day,  but  the  speaker  held  forth.  The  keeper  of  the 
records  writes,  "We  had  quite  a  lengthy  sermon  delivered 
by  the  Rev.  W.  Clark  who  advocated  the  cause  of  Christ  in 
his  usual  manner."  '^  Seven  males  and  seven  females  heard 
the  sermon  that  afternoon. 

Sunday  school  records  stopped  on  October  6,  1861, 
when  there  were  46  present.  The  next  entry  was  April  15, 
1866.  That  entry  notes  "School  was  organized.  Superin- 
tendents and  teachers  were  appointed."  Six  people  at- 
tended that  day.  Rocky  River,  the  mother  church,  took 
pride  in  her  offspring.  They  write,  "The  Red  Hill  Baptist 
Church  is  four  miles  south  and  east  from  Rocky  River.  It 
grew  rapidly  and  is  now  a  good,  average  country  church. ' 
That  entry  comes  from  their  1864  minutes. 

The  collapse  of  the  South  in  1865  did  impact  Red  Hill's 
story.  All  of  Anson  County  faced  the  war's  last  days  with 
agony.  On  March  3,  1865,  General  Judson  Kilpatrick's 
cavalry,  a  part  of  Sherman's  army  marching  from  Savan- 
nah to  Goldsboro,  paid  a  memorable  visit  to  Wad- 
esborough  and  Anson  County.  "For  the  next  two  days  the 
men  spread  out  all  over  the  county  .  .  .  pillaging,  laying 
waste  and  bringing  terror  to  the  citizens." " 

Six  confederate  soldiers  were  buried  in  the  Red  Hill 
cemetery.  Those  men  were:  John  Sanders  Staton 
7/18/1842  —  6/29/1903;  Richard  Poplin  Co.  C  42  NC 
InfCSA  12/17/1834  —  1/10/1928;  Captain  Devotion 
Hancock  3/24/1818  —  1/10/1905;  Uriah  Tyson  UCV 
Southern  of  Honor  1/7/1844  —  8/26/1906;  G.O.  Wilhoit 
1840-1919;  James  T.  Martin  1818-1913. 
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The  war  affected  the  fledgUng  congregation.  "In  1865, 
the  Rocky  River  Church  sent  A.E.  Bennett  who  helped 
reorganize  the  Red  Hill  Church."  ■'  B.C.  Beal  in  his  Brief 
History  of  Red  Hill  Church  adds,  "The  implication  of 
Bennett's  coming  is  that  the  Civil  War  disrupted  the 
operation  of  the  church."  '" 

Thus  it  was  that  1865  became  the  date  for  the  official 
opening  of  the  church.  Having  come  through  a  war  of 
shattered  dreams,  the  church  stood  ready  to  move  for- 
ward. 

In  1869,  Red  Hill  was  admitted  to  Pee  Dee  Associa- 
tion. "  The  church  had  completed  another  step  toward 
stability.  The  Sunday  School  slowly  gained  members.  By 
1869,  more  people  were  attending.  On  May  20,  1869,  43 
people  were  present. 

The  first  church  minutes  available  were  also  dated  1869 
with  the  recorded  promise  "to  promote  the  growth  of  the 
whole  body  in  Christian  knowledge,  holiness  and  comfort 
to  the  end  that  we  may  stand  perfect  and  complete  in  all 
the  will  of  God ...  to  cheerfully  contribute  of  our  property 
for  the  support  of  the  poor  and  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
faithful  ministry  of  gospel  among  us  . .  .  nor  allow  our- 
selves in  too  common  neglect  of  the  great  duty  of  reli- 
giously training  up  our  children  ..."  These  minutes  also 
indicate  that  church  business  was  attended  to  on  Saturday 
before  the  third  Sabbath  for  many  years. 

The  first  known  church  roll  is  included  here  as  well  as 
the  first  Constitution. 


1.  G.W.  Turner 

2.  Alexander  Boswell 

3.  John  I.  Mills 

4.  Martha  McLendon 

5.  E.W.  Turner 

6.  Elmira  Boswell 


19.  John  McLendon 

20.  Nancy  McLendon 

21.  E.J.  McLendon 

22.  Dora  Martin 

23.  Martha  Smith 

24.  John  Allen 


7.  Martha  Boswell 

8.  Mary  Waddill 

9.  Anna  Martin 

10.  Martha  Newton 

11.  Julia  Martin 

12.  Eliza  Tyson 

13.  Uriah  Tyson 

14.  Martha  J.  High 

15.  Ann  P.  Ingram 

16.  Edmond  Ingram 

17.  James  Martin 

18.  Anna  Martin 


25. Jane  Lee 

26.  Lewis  McLendon 

27.  Anna  McLendon 

28.  E.  Mills 

29.  Jane  Sibley 

30.  Elizabeth  Davis 

31.  Elizabeth  McLendon 

32.  E.H.  Seago 

33.  May  Farmer 

34.  William  A.  Waddill 

35.  John  T  Waddill 

36.  Hampton  H.  Davis 


A.E.  Bennett  is  considered  the  first  pastor  of  the 
church.  He  was  a  remarkable  minister  who  "was  ready  on 
the  streets,  ready  on  the  farm,  ready  at  the  rising  as  well  as 
the  setting  of  the  sun,  ready  in  the  pulpit."  '-  Polkton,  Red 
Hill  and  Centre  churches  stand  as  monuments  of  his 
liberality. 

Even  after  his  resignation  from  the  pulpit,  Bennett 
remained  an  active  member.  Church  minutes  list  him  on 
numerous  committees  and  as  a  delegate  to  the  Pee  Dee 
Association's  Meetings. 

The  North  Carolina  Almanac  paid  tribute  to  Bennett  at 
his  death.  "As  his  remains  were  being  transported  to 
Polkton,  men  both  white  and  colored  came  in  and  begged 
to  see  his  face  once  more."  '^  His  influence  lingers  over  the 
church  to  this  day. 

Bennett  had  served  Red  Hill  as  pastor  from  1869-70. 
With  the  election  of  S.P.  Morton  as  the  second  minister, 
the  first  era  of  Red  Hill's  history  comes  to  a  close.  The 
mission  point  was  a  duly  constituted  church  with  a 
minister  and  other  officers.  What  God's  spirit  planted  in 
the  red  clay  soil  of  Anson  County  took  root.  The  congrega- 
tion cultivated  that  seed  and  it  grew. 
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Chapter  Two 

GETTING  ORGANIZED 


1870-1900 


The  people  of  Red  Hill  community  were  not  exempt 
from  the  devastation  which  followed  the  Civil  War.  "In  the 
first  year  or  two  following  the  war,  there  was  actual  want 
of  the  necessities  of  life  among  all  classes  of  Southern 
people."  '  Medley  describes  those  agonizing  days,  "Anson 
County  had  to  rebuild  from  considerable  rubbish  and 
ashes . . .  the  tenant  farming  way  of  life  would  begin;  in  the 
decade  to  follow  it  would  hold  Anson  in  a  deadlock."  - 

Despite  those  kinds  of  odds,  the  Red  Hill  congregation 
endured.  By  the  end  of  the  1870's  the  church  had  land,  a 
building,  and  rules  and  regulations. 

One  of  the  first  steps  Red  Hill  took  was  joining  the  Pee 
Dee  Association.  The  August,  1869  minutes  describe  what 
happened:  "The  following  brethren  were  appointed  to 
attend  Pee  Dee  Association  to  ask  for  admission  to  that 
body:  A.E.  Bennett,  James  Martin,  G.W.  Turner." '  Two 
dollars  was  sent  for  minutes  and  one  dollar  for  foreign 
missions.  Throughout  its  history,  Red  Hill  has  cooperated 
with  other  Baptists  as  well  as  Christians  of  other  denomi- 
nations. 

In  those  days.  Baptist  pastors  followed  the  procedure 
named  "the  annual  call".  A  minister  was  voted  on  each 
year.  Often  at  the  end  of  the  church  year,  a  different 
minister  was  chosen.  One  year  later  the  former  minister 
might  return.  Thus  the  minutes  of  February,  1870  note 
that  A.E.  Bennett  was  elected  pastor  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  That  statement  is  signed  by  James  Martin,  clerk. 
Two  months  later,  the  April  minutes  announce  a  new 
minister,  "S.P.  Morton  elected  pastor  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year."  * 

Two  ministers  from  that  early  period  are  singled  out  for 
special  mention  because  of  their  colorful  mannerisms. 

Samuel  P.  Morton,  pastor  in  1870,  was  known  as 
"Crying  Sammy".  He  was  given  to  shedding  tears  while 
preaching.  Uriah  Staton  usually  went  to  sleep  while  Uncle 
Sammy  preached.  "I  can  trust  Uncle  Sammy,  but  the 
stranger  I  have  to  watch,"  Staton  said. 

Jimmy  Little,  the  other  colorful  preacher,  was  a  self- 
styled  evangelist.  He  attacked  sin  with  dramatic  postures 
and  mimicry.  He  unrolled  pictures  of  a  man  in  chains  with 


Samuel  P.  Morton 
"Crying  Sammy" 

the  devil  standing  over  him.  Once  he  prayed  that  a  dance 
hall  in  Stanly  County  be  destroyed  and  the  floor  gave  way. 

At  this  time  deacons,  once  elected,  served  for  life. 
Records  do  not  divulge  the  first  seven  deacons,  but  do 
declare  the  election  of  two  in  1869:  G.W.  Turner  and 
James  Martin. 

Rules  and  regulations  for  the  church  needed  to  be  drawn 
up.  In  May  of  1870,  J.P.  Morton,  James  Martin  and  G.W. 
Turner  became  the  committee  to  draw  up  the  "Rules  of 
Decorum".  These  rules  are  listed  on  the  next  page: 

The  rules  of  decorum  stood  as  a  guide  for  cjjurch 
procedure  as  well  as  providing  ethical  guidelines.  To  make 
the  rules  have  more  power,  the  church  held  trials  for 
people  who  violated  them. 

Throughout  this  period,  the  church  clerk's  records  tell 
of  members  who  were  charged  with  violations.  In  some 
cases,  the  charges  were  never  described;  at  other  times,  the 
clerk  became  specific.  One  male  member  was  tried  and 

(continued  on  page  15) 
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found  guilty  of  attempting  to  seduce  his  sister-in-law.  Two 
people  were  convicted  of  adultery  and  fornication.  Two 
members  got  into  a  fist  fight  and  asked  for  forgiveness. 
The  most  frequent  offense  tried  was  drunkenness. 

The  trials  typify  the  way  Baptists  did  business  in  the 
late  nineteenth  century.  It  may  seem  harsh  to  us,  but  the 
intent  was  to  keep  the  church  from  shame.  In  every  case 
the  goal  was  restoration  of  the  erring  brother  or  sister  to 
full  fellowship.  Thus  at  the  end  of  business  sessions,  the 
clerk  wrote  "peace  and  harmony  prevailed".  When  James 
Martin,  the  first  clerk  resigned  in  1872,  E.H.  Seago  was 
elected  clerk.  Throughout  his  records  he  states  that 
church  business  was  handled  "in  peace  and  harmony". 

Rev.  G.O.  Wilhoit  began  his  Red  Hill  ministry  in  1871. 
When  all  the  years  he  served  are  totaled,  he  had  the 
longest  ministry.  His  preaching  began  drawing  people  to 
church.  Minutes  from  the  1872  Pee  Dee  Association 
report  Red  Hill  had  five  baptisms  and  one  person  ex- 
cluded. There  were  90  members  (41  males,  49  females  and 
no  colored).  '^  In  1872,  Wilhoit  was  elected  again  as  pastor 
for  one  year  at  a  salary  of  $100.00. 

In  1873,  two  more  deacons  were  elected:  John  McLen- 
don  and  J.J.  McLendon  but  J.J.  McLendon  moved  to 
another  church  two  months  later.  Also  elected  were  Jos- 
eph Waddill  and  Clemond  Allen  in  1874,  M.L.  Staton  and 


Uriah  Staton 


m 


John  Tyson  in  1876.  Note  that  in  1873,  all  agreed 
peace  and  harmony"  that  the  protracted  meeting  begin 
Saturday  before  the  third  Sabbath  in  August.  This  tradi- 
tion has  survived  for  117  years. 
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1871  Sunday  School  Record 


1873  marks  a  crucial  turning  point  in  the  church's 
history.  The  congregation  had  been  meeting  in  the  origi- 
nal Red  Hill  School  House,  which  was  located  where  the 
E.  Herbert  Hancock  fellowship  building  was  built.  The 
school  was  no  longer  large  enough  for  the  growing  congre- 
gation. From  time  to  time,  people  built  brush  arbors 
especially  for  use  in  the  summertime.  Although  in  June  of 
1872  a  "subscription"  of  $18.80  was  taken  for  seating  for 


the  church,  what  was  needed  was  land  and  a  permanent 
building  large  enough  for  worship  and  for  future  growth. 
The  problem  of  land  solved  itself  quickly.  Uriah  Staton 
and  his  wife  Sophronia  and  C.C.  Braswell  and  his  wife 
Wincy  deeded  three  and  one  half  acres  of  land  to  the 
trustees:  John  McLendon,  James  Martin  and  J.I.  Mills. 
The  plot  of  land  was  large  enough  for  a  building  and  a 
cemetery.  (A  copy  of  this  deed  is  displayed.) 
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Oldest  Grave  in  Red  Hill  Baptist  Church  Cemetery, 
John  McLendon  1813-1873 


When  land  was  deeded  to  church  for  building,  there  was  also  enough  for  cemetery. 
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In  1873,  one  of  the  church's  leading  members,  John 
McLendon,  died.  His  is  the  oldest  grave  in  the  cemetery 
and  is  located  to  the  left  of  the  cemetery  steps. 

In  September  of  1873,  the  committee  to  raise  funds  for  a 
house  of  worship  was  appointed:  J.I.  Mills,  Rev.  J.J. 
McLendon,  Clemond  Allen,  James  Martin  and  Uriah 
Staton.  In  October,  the  building  committee  was  appoin- 
ted: Uriah  Staton,  J.I.  Mills,  James  Martin,  G.W.  Turner, 
D.  Hancock,  C.  Allen  and  John  McLendon.  The  contract 
to  build  was  given  to  Capt.  Devotion  Hancock  at  an 
expense  of  $1,250.00  In  1874,  funds  were  raised  to  have  a 
table  made  for  the  church.  It  is  speculated  that  this  may  be 
the  one  used  in  the  church  library.  This  old  church 
building  served  the  congregation  well  until  1946.  Records 
state  the  church  voted  to  sell  the  old  school  building,  but 
there  is  a  question  as  to  what  actually  happened  to  it. 

Rev.  Wilhoit  served  as  pastor  until  1880.  In  1908,  he 
would  return  as  pastor  again.  Other  ministers  and  their 
years  of  service  until  1890  are  as  follows: 

1881  -  1882  W.B.  Harrell 

1882  -  1883  E.L.  Davis 
1884  -  1885  RH.  Pernell 
1886  -  1889  T.S.  Wright 
1890  -  1892  J.W.  Little 


Devotion  Hancock  and  Wife,  Builder  of  first  church. 
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Old  Church  Building  (1873) 


As  the  church  passed  from  the  70's  into  the  80's,  Rev. 
G.O.  Wilhoit  was  serving  as  pastor  and  D.H.  Braswell  was 
church  clerk.  In  the  minutes  from  the  Pee  Dee  Associa- 
tion, it  was  stated  that  Red  Hill  had  a  membership  of  98  — 
with  39  white  males  and  59  white  females.  The  church  had 
given  $5.00  to  foreign  missions,  .75  cents  to  state  missions, 
$1.75  for  associational  minutes  and  $6.83  for  other  causes. 

During  the  meeting  on  January  17,  1880,  the  church 
voted  for  Brothers  W.B.  McLendon  and  C.E.  Harper  to 
serve  as  deacons.  The  Rev.  S.P.  Morton  and  Rev.  A.E. 
Bennett  were  invited  for  the  ordination  which  was  to  be 
on  the  third  Sunday  in  March. 

It  was  believed  in  this  period  of  time  it  was  not 
necessary  for  people  in  our  rural  area  of  the  county  to  use 
locks  on  their  doors.  But  according  to  the  minutes  in  June, 
1880,  the  church  voted  to  buy  a  new  lock  to  go  on  the  door 
to  replace  the  broken  one. 

Rev.  W.B.  Harrell  was  serving  as  pastor  in  1881  when 
the  church  voted  to  call  the  roll  at  each  meeting  and  the 
absentees  be  marked.  If  a  member  was  absent,  there  was  a 
committee  to  contact  him  and  find  out  the  reason.  The  old 
church  rolls  show  checks  and  cross  marks  by  all  of  the 
members'  names.  This  practice  continued  for  about  20 
years.  In  this  same  meeting.  Brother  D.H.  Braswell,  who 
had  been  so  active  from  the  beginning  of  the  church  asked 
for  and  was  granted  a  letter  to  join  Wake  Forest  Church. 

An  interesting  note  in  the  minutes  of  February,  1881, 
states  Brother  B.J.  Lee  would  be  sexton  for  a  year.  For  the 
sum  of  ten  dollars  per  year,  he  agreed  to  keep  the  fires 
going  and  the  church  swept  out.  A.A.  Brooks  was  church 
clerk. 


Elder  E.  L.  Davis 


In  July,  1881,  Brother  B.J.  Lee  and  Brother  James 
Martin  were  chosen  as  deacons.  Delegates  appointed  to 
attend  the  associational  meeting  at  Brown  Creek  Church 
were  R.A.  Carter,  James  Martin  and  William  McLendon. 
E.L.  Davis  was  elected  as  pastor  for  1882. 
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The  winters  were  hard  in  these  years  and  means  of 
travel  were  scarce.  It  was  noted  in  March,  1882,  the  roll 
call  of  members  was  not  made  due  to  unfavorable  weather. 

From  the  minutes  of  the  Pee  Dee  Association,  it  was 
stated  there  were  33  baptized,  2  received  by  letter,  2 
restored,  total  membership  123  —  60  white  males  and  63 
white  females.  E.L.  Davis  was  pastor  and  E.H.  Seago  was 
church  clerk. 

In  November,  1882,  it  was  agreed  to  join  the  Anson 
Association.  The  convention  was  to  be  in  Wadesboro  on 
December  8  —  C.C.  Braswell,  R.A.  Carter,  G.O.  Wilhoit, 
J.I.  Mills  and  J.F.  Martin  were  appointed  to  attend.  A 
petition  for  dismission  from  the  Pee  Dee  Association  was 
asked  for  and  granted  in  December.  This  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Anson  Association.  At  this  meeting: 

Elder  G.O.  Wilhoit  was  elected  moderator  pro-tem, 

Townly  Redfern  elected  moderator, 

Committee:   R.A.  Carter,  Red  Hill   —  J.B.  Henry, 

Wadesboro  —  J.J.  Austin,  Polkton  —  Joel  Tyson,  Gum 

Springs 
It  was  recommended  the  Association  be  called  Anson.  Red 
Hill  paid  $1.50  to  the  treasurer  for  minutes.  Total  in 
fellowship  was  123. 

Through  1883,  84,  and  85,  things  remained  about  the 
same.  The  business  meetings  were  held  monthly  and  the 
actions  taken  by  the  church  were  well  documented.  Al- 
most everything  during  this  period  had  to  do  with  judg- 
ments and  receiving  and  dismissing  members.  As  people 
moved  from  one  area  to  another,  they  took  their  church 
letters  with  them. 

In  February,  1883,  it  was  stated  that  Rev.  W.G.  Rolland 
delivered  the  message.  This  is  the  only  reference  made  to 
Mr.  Rolland.  In  March  of  the  same  year,  D.H.  Braswell 
was  received  back  unto  the  church  from  Wake  Forest.  In 
May,  Brother  Fulton  Thomas  was  received  by  letter  from 
Deep  Creek  Church.  Mr.  Thomas  proved  to  be  an  active 
member  for  many  years. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fulton  Thomas 


In  1883,  E.L.  Davis  served  as  pastor.  In  1884  and  1885, 
Rev.  P.H.  Purnell  served.  In  1886,  E.L.  Davis  was  back  as 
pastor. 


Perhaps  one  of  the  most  important  events  happened  on 
January  18,  1886,  when  in  church  conference  the  Rev. 
G.O.  Wilhoit  presented  a  petition  to  the  church  asking  the 
church  to  grant  letters  of  dismission  to  a  number  of 
members  of  Red  Hill  Church  to  join  in  the  organization  of 
a  Baptist  Church  at  Ansonville.  By  a  vote,  this  request  was 
granted.  The  following  received  letters  of  dismission: 


Charlie  Smith 
Robert  Smith 
M.A.  Lee 
M.E.  Lee 
Mary  J.  Waddell 
M.E.  Waddell 
John  S.  Staton 


Rev.  G.O.  Wilhoit 

A.E.  Wilhoit 

W.M.  Wilhoit 

L.A.  Sulivant 

S.R  Waddell 

Virginia  S.  Waddell 

C.R.  Smith 

W.B.  McLendon 

Red  Hill  had  begun  with  the  help  of  Rocky  River 
Church,  now  Red  Hill  was  able  to  help  another  church 
begin  its  journey. 


Ansonville  Baptist  Church  1887 


Ansonville  Baptist  Church  1990 
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On  April  18, 1886,  Brother  I.F.  Thomas  and  John  Smith 
were  recommended  as  deacons.  This  recommendation  was 
received  by  a  vote  of  the  church,  with  time  for  considera- 
tion before  the  church  took  a  regular  vote. 

Rev.  Thomas  Wright  came  to  serve  as  pastor  in  1887. 
That  year  the  associational  meeting  was  with  Rocky  River 


Church.  Delegates  were  James  Martin,  John  Allen,  I.F.   I 
Thomas  and  C.H.  Harrington.  In  minutes  of  December 
17,  1887,  it  was  reported  9  present  and  40  absent.  Health 
of  church  called  for  and  reported  bad  because  so  few 
members  present. 
On  January  14,  1888,  the  health  of  the  church  was 
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reported  good.  Thomas  Wright  was  serving  as  pastor.  In 
February,  it  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  church 
adopt  the  envelope  system  of  collecting  the  church  funds. 
So  began  the  church's  first  experience  with  giving  tithes  in 
this  way. 

For  the  year  1889,  there  was  only  one  entry  in  the 
church  minutes.  This  was  dated  May,  1889  —  T.S.  Wright 
was  moderator  and  D.H.  Braswell  was  clerk.  There  is  no 
explanation  as  to  why  business  meetings  were  not  held  or 
not  recorded  during  this  time. 

Things  returned  to  normal  in  January,  1890.  On  this 
day,  the  roll  was  called  for  male  members  and  absentees 
were  marked.  Rev.  James  Little  was  pastor.  In  the  Asso- 
ciation minutes,  it  is  recorded:  S.S.  Superintendent  —  I.F. 
Thomas  with  7  officers,  50  scholars,  volumes  in  library  — 
75, 50  papers  taken  —  expenses  $8.00,  pastor  salary  $75.00 
—  $1.00  minutes  fund  —  $6.37  for  state  mission,  $6.36  for 
foreign  missions  —  $3.00  education  —  $5.74  orphanage  — 
5  had  been  baptized  —  1  received  by  letter  —  1  restored  — 
5  dismissed  —  55  males  and  53  females. 

In  July,  1890,  Farmers'  Alliance  was  granted  permission 
to  meet  in  the  church. 

Anson  Association  met  in  Polkton  in  1891.  Delegates 
were  I.F.  Thomas,  E.M.  Staton  and  W.H.  Porter.  The 
records  show  3  baptized,  2  received  by  letter,  2  dismissed,  4 
excluded,  50  scholars  in  Sunday  School.  In  September  of 
this  year,  D.H.  Braswell  resigned  as  church  clerk.  Brother 
E.M.  Staton  was  elected.  The  pastor  received  $75.00, 
$1.40  to  the  poor,  $1.00  for  state  missions,  $1.11  for 
foreign  missions  and  $5.30  to  orphanage. 

On  February  28, 1893,  there  appears  the  first  mention  of 
Thomasville  orphanage.  On  this  day,  an  offering  of  $3.32 
was  taken.  Rev.  C.H.  Martin  was  serving  as  pastor.  On 
March  25,  1893,  it  was  voted  to  reorganize  the  Sunday 
School  —  B.F.  Threadgill  was  named  superintendent  with 
D.H.  Braswell  named  assistant.  In  May,  $.85  was  taken  for 
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Mr.  B.  F.  Threadgill  and  Family 


home  missions.  In  June,  $.11  was  received  for  home 
missions.  In  September,  T.S.  Wright  was  called  as  pastor 
for  coming  year,  but  in  November  the  church  was  in- 
formed he  could  not  serve.  Rev.  J.W.  Hartsell  was  elected. 

Community  missions  were  at  their  best  in  1894  when 
the  RE.  Ingram  family  was  "afflicted";  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  hire  someone  to  "wait  upon  them".  This 
year,  2  were  baptized,  2  restored,  7  dismissed,  and  2 
expelled.  The  membership  included  33  males  and  59 
females. 

Rev.  J.W.  Hartsell  was  serving  in  1895.  On  the  third 
Sunday  in  March,  D.H.  Braswell  was  elected  as  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  church.  It  was  ordered  that  the  school 
house  (it  being)  part  of  the  church  property  be  sold  at  next 
meeting.  At  the  next  meeting,  the  selling  of  school  was 
deferred  and  was  never  mentioned  in  minutes  again. 

Red  Hill,  for  the  first  time  in  its  history,  extended  an 
invitation  for  the  Associational  Annual  Meeting.  Rev.  T.R 
Little  was  pastor.  The  invitation  was  extended  on  October 
16,  1897. 

A  committee  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a 
new  cover  on  the  church  in  1898.  In  that  year,  the  church 
paid  the  Rev.  Rebun  James  $4.00  for  his  services  in  the 
Protracted  Meeting.  (Revival  meeting) 

A  scholarship  was  awarded  to  Sister  Bertha  Smith  to 
attend  the  Pee  Dee  Baptist  School  in  Wadesboro.  This 
would  have  been  a  honor  at  this  time  since  there  was  not 
much  opportunity  for  schooling  in  this  area. 

Land  had  been  deeded  to  the  church  in  1873,  but  it  was 
not  until  June  17,  1899  that  the  church  in  conference, 
voted  to  have  the  deed  recorded  in  the  Register  of  Deed's 
office  in  Wadesboro.  At  this  meeting,  B.F.  Threadgill  and 
D.H.  Braswell  were  elected  to  serve  as  trustees  of  Red  Hill 
Church  property. 

The  minutes  of  the  Pee  Dee  Association  list  T.P.  Little 
of  Marshville  as  pastor,  I.F.  Thomas  of  Egg  Town  as  clerk, 
5  Sunday  School  teachers,  50  scholars,  and  $5.00  in  school 
expense.  This  year  the  associational  meeting  was  with  the 
Ansonville  Baptist  Church. 

The  following  is  a  brief  history  on  Egg  Town  contrib- 
uted by  Ollie  Robertson. 


Egg  Town  Post  Office 

On  August  17,  1893  B.  Franklin  Threadgill  opened  the 
Egg  Town  post  office  and  was  the  postmaster.  The  mail 
was  delivered  by  mule  and  buggy.  When  the  weather  was 
bad  and  the  mud  so  deep  it  was  carried  on  a  mule  and 
delivered  on  Tuesday  and  Friday. 

The  location  of  the  post  office  is  where  the  Sam  A. 
Faulkner  place  near  Red  Hill  Baptist  Church  is.  At  this 
same  location  a  country  store  was  opened  by  Mr.  Thread- 
gill. He  carried  goods  to  and  from  Cheraw,  South  Carolina 
by  mule  and  wagon. 

It  was  June  27,  1898  that  Robert  T.  Miles  became 
postmaster  of  the  Egg  Town  post  office  and  he  kept  this 
position  for  one  year. 
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It  was  August  7,  1899  that  B.  Franklin  Threadgill 
became  postmaster  again.  It  was  in  1902  that  Mr.  Thread- 
gill  closed  the  country  store  and  in  turn  moved  the  post 
office  into  his  home.  His  daughter  Rena  Threadgill  Preslar 
helped  with  the  postal  chores.  This  location  was  the  John 
and  Ora  Randall  place  now  owned  by  Fred  H.  Randall.  Mr. 


Threadgill  also  opened  a  saw  mill  for  his  sons  to  operate 
and  later  he  opened  a  cotton  gin.  The  land  where  this  saw 
mill  and  cotton  gin  was  located  is  owned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Earl  Robertson. 

On  July  31, 1905  the  Egg  Town  post  office  was  moved  to 
Polkton,  N.C. 


William  Barnard  Harrell 

1882-1883 


James  W.  Hartsell  and  Wife 
1895—1897 
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Chapter  Three 

THROUGH  HARD  TIMES 


1900-1940 


By  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth  century,  the  South 
was  beginning  to  recover  from  the  Civil  War.  Small 
industries  grew  in  Anson  County  especially  around  Wad- 
esboro.  The  century  got  off  to  an  interesting  start  with  a 
total  eclipse  of  the  sun  on  May  28,  1900.  Medley  says  it 
"became  so  dark  chickens  went  to  roost.  One  family 
cooked  up  baskets  of  food  to  take  on  the  Judgment  Day 
Journey."  ' 

In  February  of  1902,  it  is  recorded  that  church  services 
were  cancelled  due  to  "the  great  snow  storm".  - 

Ansonville  and  the  Red  Hill  community  remained  rural 
in  nature  during  this  period.  The  change  to  modern  ways 
came  slowly  to  the  churches  during  this  era  and  Red  Hill 
was  no  exception  to  that  pattern.  Ministers  still  came  to 
the  church  by  the  annual  call.  Often  they  served  a  field  of 
churches.  Much  of  their  salaries  came  from  poundings. 
Preachers  had  little  money,  but  their  families  had  plenty 
of  food  to  eat.  Business  records  of  1904  indicate  the 
pastor's  salary  at  $100.00  per  year. 

The  church  still  tried  members  who  violated  the  rules  of 
decorum,  but  the  practice  slowly  died  out.  Missionary 
offerings  were  taken  frequently.  About  this  time  there  was 
a  sharp  division  in  the  ranks  of  the  Baptist  denomination 
over  the  question  of  missions,  education,  and  Sunday 
schools.  The  convention  group  of  Baptists  contended 
earnestly  for  these  agencies.  The  opposing  groups  have 
never  had  a  State  organization.  It  is  assumed  that  these 
groups  were  non-convention  members  who  opposed  mis- 
sions. 

The  following  list  of  preachers  served  during  this  peri- 
od: 

1897-1901  T.P.  Little 

1902-1904  J.L.  Bennett 

1905-1907  C.H.  Martin 

1908-1909  G.O.  Wilhoit 

1910-1911  J.A.  Summey 

1912-1917  G.O.  Wilhoit 

1918-1920  C.C.  Burris 

1921-1927  M.L.  Dorton 

1928-1929  J.D.  Howell 

1930  Zeb  Caudle 

1931  T.R  Little 


Rev.  John  A.  Summey 

Reverend  C.H.  Martin's  credentials  are  certainly  ex- 
traordinary. He  was  a  faculty  member  at  Wake  Forest 
College,  an  ordained  minister  and  a  lawyer.  In  addition,  he 
was  a  writer  and  a  poet. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  small  "tid-bits"  of  history  which 
have  been  inserted  chronologically,  throughout  the  early 
1900's,  will  give  insight  into  our  forefathers  and  the  way 
Red  Hill  Church  is  perceived  today. 
Below  are  some  of  the  statistics  from  the  1901  minutes: 

Sunday  of  preaching:  3rd 

Baptized:  6 

Received  by  letter:  2 

Dismissed  by  letter:  2 

Excluded:  2  Died:  1 

Males:  37 

Females:  60 

Total:  91 
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In  1905,  C.H.  Martin  became  pastor.  Also  it  is  noted 
that  "Sister"  Jonie  Cagle  was  chosen  to  solicit  funds  for 
buying  new  hymn  books. 

In  1909,  a  Judiciary  committee  was  named.  This  consis- 
ted of  Charlie  Sikes  and  J.A.  Porter  who  replaced  C.H. 
Harrington  and  Gilford  Martin.  This  committee's  unfor- 
tunate duty  was  to  judge  and  discipline  those  individuals 
whose  "wayward  acts"  were  questioned  by  the  church  of 
that  day. 

Many  pages  are  missing  from  one  book  of  minutes.  It 
appears  that  they  were  cut  out,  which  perhaps  is  not  too 
surprising,  since  many  explicit  personal  matters  were 
taken  care  of  by  the  church.  This  could  have  proved 
embarrassing  to  families. 

Listed  below  are  some  of  the  available  statistics  for 
1910: 

Minister:  Reverend  Summey 

Superintendent:  I.F.  Thomas 

Officers  and  teachers:  5  - 

Scholars:  50 

Total  Enrollment:  55 

Number  of  schools:  1 

Volumes  in  library:  0 

Quarterlies  taken:  180 

Months  kept  open:  12 

Average  attendance:  40 

Number  of  baptisms:  1 1 

School  expenses:  $6.00 

Orphanage:  0 

Total  contributions:  0 


The  church  was  expanding  and  the  budget  grew  as     ''" 
people  became  committed.  In  1911,  the  pastor's  salary  was 
$75.05.  For  the  same  year  (1911)  the  records  state: 

State  Missions:  $19.60 

Home  Missions:  $23.36 

Foreign  Missions:  $16.59 

S.S.  Missions:  $3.60 

Orphanage:  $11.57 

Old  Ministers  Relief  Fund:  $3.15 

Delegates  to  the  Association,  October  6,  1911,  were  I.F. 
Thomas,  G.C.  Martin  and  Jesse  Pope. 

The  report  on  "Needs  of  Our  Churches"  was  presented 
by  I.F.  Thomas,  (see  below) 

The  Needs  of  Our  Churches 

First.  A  live  converted  membership.  Members  that  will 
take  more  interest  in  the  extension  of  the  Master's 
kingdom.  Members  that  live  higher  and  nobler  Christian 
lives. 

Second.  Pastors  that  will  co-operate  with  the  other  in 
church  work.  Pastors  that  will  devote  their  entire  time  to 
the  work  of  the  ministry  and  will  command  full  pay  for 
services  rendered.  Fearless  as  lions,  meek  as  lambs; 
churches  that  will  co-operate  in  forming  fields  and  men  to 
cultivate  these  fields  so  that  they  may  bring  forth  a 
hundred  fold  to  the  Glory  of  God. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
I.F.  Thomas 

The  report  was  discussed  by  I.F.  Thomas  and  Rev.  J.W. 
Little  and  was  adopted. 

In  1912,  there  is  pertinent  information  about  our 
W.M.S.  (now  W.M.U.),  Red  Hill's  contributions  were 
$16.50  for  the  year.  Their  aim  was  for  only  $15.00.  The 
President  was  Miss  Allie  Staton,  the  Vice-President  was 
Mrs.  Fannie  Sikes  and  the  Secretary  was  Miss  Mary  Fan 
Thomas.  Women's  role  in  the  church  was  becoming  very 
active  around  the  turn  of  the  century. 

In  November,  1912,  a  report  on  "steps  to  the  cemetery" 
was  postponed.  We  see  several  references  to  this  in  our 
church  minutes.  Evidently,  the  steps  were  built  around 
1912. 

Also,  in  1912,  a  meeting  of  the  committee  to  "move  the 
Church"  was  postponed. 

In  November,  1912,  the  following  statistics  appear: 

Present:  46 

Male:  34 

Female:  12 

Collection:  64  cents 

By  1913,  the  pastor's  salary  had  increased  to  $100.00.  In 
that  same  year,  the  total  budget  was  $524.00. 

Other  monies  collected  as  recorded  in  "The  Pee  Dee 
Association  Financial  Table"  for  the  year  1913  were: 

Building  and  repairs:  $60.00 

Incidentals:  $16.00 

S.S.  Expenses:  $15.00 

The  Poor:  $3.00 


Rev.  Zeb  Caudle 
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Minute  Fund:  $2.00 

Totals  for  use  at  home:  $196.00 

State  Missions:  $18.00 

Home  Missions:  $13.00 

Orphanage:  $15.00 

Ministerial  Education:  $1.00 

Aged  Ministers:  $2.00 

Total  for  Convention  Objects:  $66.00 

Grand  Total:  $524.00 

On  the  3rd  Sunday  in  May,  1914,  G.C.  Martin  was 
"ordained  as  a  Deacon  elect". 
February  22,  1914  statistics  are  as  follows: 

Present:  67 

Male:  36 

Female:  31 

Collection:  58  cents 
Some  statistics  from  1915  read: 

Superintendent:  G.C.  Martin 

Secretary:  Nellie  Randle 

Number  of  schools:  1 

Officers  and  teachers:  6 

Pupils:  40 

Total  Enrollment:  67 

Church  members  in  S.S.:  40 

Months  kept  open:  12 

Baptisms  from  school:  0 

School  expenses:  $16.72 

Total  Contributions:  $16.72 


Fred  C.  Ballard 

Emmitt  Herbert  Hancock 

Marker  for  Eugene  B.  Staton,  buried  in  France 

WORLD  WAR  II 
Carey  H.  Maner 
James  C.  Hendley 
Jacob  B.  Edwards 
John  R.  Tyson 
Richard  P.  Cowick 
John  J.  Wilson 
James  V.  Newton 
Willis  R.  Martin 
Paul  L.  Turner 
Thomas  Bruce  Staton 
Billy  F.  Randle 
Ted  H.  Smith 
Eugene  J.  Bauer 
William  R.  Randall  (Bob) 
Joseph  J.  Tyson 
Marker  in  memory  of  Billy  P.  Kelly 

KOREAN 
Harold  T.  Newton 
Ralph  P.  Hill 

VIETNAM 
Paul  R.  Hill 
William  F.  Thomas 


The  October,  1915  minutes  note  that  a  $3.50  fee  per 
grave  was  established  by  the  church. 

On  November  25,  1917,  our  S.S.  records  show: 

Officers  and  teachers:  4 

Visitors:  2 

Total  present:  50 

Collection:  43  cents 

On  February  17,  1917,  D.H.  Braswell  and  L.H.  Pope 
raised  $3.25  for  the  undertakers. 

World  War  I  came  to  America  in  1918.  It  impacted 
Anson  County  like  all  parts  of  the  country.  Several  men 
who  served  in  this  war  are  buried  at  Red  Hill. 

VETERANS  BURIED 
AT  RED  HILL 

CIVIL  WAR 
Richard  Poplin 
Uriah  Tyson 
Devotion  Hancock 
John  S.  Staton 
Rev.  G.O.  Wilhoit 
James  T.  Martin  (Jimmy) 

WORLD  WAR  I 
Merit  Fincher  Martin 
Nathan  T.  Parker 
Will  D.  Tyson 
William  Blake  Carpenter 
Joseph  Blake  Tyson 


Rev.  Wilhoit  has  the  longest  pastorate  in  the  church's 
history  —  a  total  of  12  years.  The  following  obituary  in  the 
M  &  I  describes  this  man  of  God: 


Rev.  G.  O.  Wilhoit 
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Beloved  Minister  Passes 

Rev.  G.O.  Wilhoit  Died  At  His  Home 
In  Ansonville  Tuesday  Night,  July  22,  1919 

After  one  week's  illness,  Rev.  Gamaliel  0.  Wilhoit,  one 
of  the  county's  most  beloved  ministers,  died  at  his  home  in 
Ansonville  at  11  o'clock,  Tuesday  night,  July  22,  1919.  He 
had  been  in  very  good  health  almost  all  of  this  life  and  had 
been  one  of  the  county's  most  active  and  useful  men  during 
the  47  years  he  had  lived  in  Anson.  Mr.  Wilhoit  was  born 
in  Alamance  county.  May  19,  1840  and  was,  therefore,  in 
his  80th  year.  His  parents  were  Edmund  and  Matilda 
Kimrey  Wilhoit.  He  was  first  married  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Randall  Brooks  in  January,  1867  and  his  second  wife  was 
Miss  Annie  Haywood  of  Mount  Gilead,  N.C. 

The  following  sons  and  daughters  survive  Mr.  Wilhoit 
by  his  first  wife:  Mr.  W.H.  Wilhoit  of  Norwood  and  Mrs. 
A.W.  Wheless  and  Miss  Minnie  Wilhoit  of  Ansonville.  His 
second  wife  died  June  1910. 

In  his  diary,  Mr.  Wilhoit  says  he  came  to  Stanly  County 
in  1851  and  received  a  common  school  education  with 
some  special  training  in  high  school  English  and  elocu- 
tion. He  began  teaching  in  the  public  schools  in  1858  and 
joined  the  Confederate  army  in  1862,  at  Salisbury  and  was 
sergeant  in  Co.  C.  42  North  Carolina  Regiment.  The  first 
battle  in  which  he  took  part  was  at  Newbern.  He  was  also 
in  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor  and  was  taken  prisoner  the 
3rd  day  of  June,  1864  and  carried  to  Point  Lookout.  He 
stayed  there  one  month,  and  was  transferred  to  Elmira, 
N.Y.  He  says  that  on  the  way  to  this  prison  he  had  a 
premonition  that  the  train  would  be  wrecked  in  a  collision 
and  that  he  stood  by  the  door  until  nearly  half  the 
prisoners  had  gone  into  the  train,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
near  the  engine.  Sure  enough  the  train  was  wrecked.  200 
Prisoners  and  80  U.S.  guards  being  killed.  In  the  three  cars 
next  to  the  engine,  all  were  killed.  He  remained  at  the 
prison  until  July  12th,  1866,  when  he  returned  to  his 
home,  six  miles  south  of  Albemarle.  While  in  camp  he  was 
converted  near  Kinston,  July  28th,  1866,  and  did  religious 
work  during  the  war.  Once  when  two  soldiers  were  to  be 
shot  for  desertion,  he  was  appointed  as  their  spiritual 
advisor.  While  in  prison  he  was  spiritual  advisor  to  the 
prisoners  and  visited  them  in  the  hospitals. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  May  1866,  while  a  member 
of  Silver  Springs  church,  in  Stanly  county,  being  ordained 
in  November  of  the  same  year.  Afterwards  he  was  pastor  of 
that  church.  After  his  marriage  to  Mrs.  Brooks,  he  settled 
near  Norwood.  While  living  in  Stanly  he  was  pastor  of 
every  prominent  church,  among  these  being  Norwood  and 
Albemarle.  He  moved  to  Anson  County  and  settled  near 
Red  Hill  in  1876.  He  served  churches  in  Marshville  and 
Wingate,  the  remainder  of  his  pastoral  work  being  in 
Anson  County,  also  serving  churches  in  Montgomery, 
including  Mount  Gilead. 

During  his  long  ministry  in  Anson  County,  Mr.  Wilhoit 
was  regarded  as  one  of  the  county's  most  active  ministers, 
a  friend  of  all  who  were  in  distress  and  a  man  who  went 
into  the  homes  of  all  the  people  and  served  God  in 


ministering  to  their  wants  and  pointing  them  to  a  better 
life.  He  was  in  the  active  ministry  for  53  years  and  during 
that  time  baptized  more  than  fifteen  hundred  persons.  He 
united  in  marriage  more  than  four  hundred  couples, 
according  to  a  record  kept  by  him.  In  a  diary  kept  by  him, 
he  closes  with  these  words:  "I  feel  grateful  to  God,  the  giver 
of  all  good,  for  the  privilege  of  being  a  coworker  with  Him." 
These  simple  words  describe  in  eloquent  terms  the  un- 
selfish heart  of  the  man  who  "went  about  doing  good,"  in 
the  name  of  his  master. 

The  funeral  was  conducted  from  Red  Hill  Church  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Davis  of  Albemarle.  A  large  number  of  devoted 
friends  from  all  parts  of  the  county  attended.  Burial  at  Red 
Hill  Church.  ' 


Dr.  C.  C.  Burris 

Rev.  C.C.  Burris  followed  G.O.  Wilhoit  as  minister. 
Burris  served  from  1918  until  1920.  Older  members  of  the 
congregation  remember  Mr.  Burris  as  a  man  of  grace  and 
kindness.  He  left  Red  Hill  to  begin  teaching  at  Wingate 
Junior  College.  Later,  Mr.  Burris  became  president  of  that 
institution.  He  was  responsible  for  the  college  becoming  a 
fully  accredited  two-year  school.  His  service  to  Baptist 
churches  and  to  Christian  higher  education  are  well 
known  throughout  North  Carolina. 

On  April  20,  1919,  these  church  statistics  are  recorded: 

Classes:  5 

Present:  67 

Collection:  63  cents. 

During  those  same  days,  an  epidemic  of  influenza  hit 
the  county.  In  some  ways  it  was  more  devastating  than  the 
war.  Three  Red  Hill  members  died  in  the  epidemic.  Roy  E. 
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Martin  was  the  first  victim  from  Red  Hill  on  November  2, 
1918.  Bessie  TVson  Cagle  died  on  February  2,  1919  as  a 
result  of  influenza.  One  year  later,  Eula  Braswell  Caudle 
died  on  February  20,  1920. 

These  funerals  were  not  held  in  the  church  because  the 
entire  county  was  under  quarantine.  Red  Hill  church  was 
designated  as  a  place  for  free  preventive  treatment  for 
typhoid  and  diphtheria. 

1920  was  a  difficult  year  in  other  ways  too.  On  April  15, 
a  cyclone  hit  the  county.  The  price  of  cotton  dropped. 
Pickers  were  paid  $.75  per  100  pounds.  Army  worms 
ruined  gardens  that  year  and  boll  weevils  were  found  in  the 


county. 

Minutes  of  the  Ansonville  Baptist  church,  August  6, 
1920  state,  "The  candadate  (sic)  was  baptized  at  the  close 
of  the  Read  (sic)  Hill  meeting  with  the  candadate  (sic) 
there."  "Peace  &  Harmony"  prevailed  between  churches. 

At  the  same  time  of  all  this  despair,  the  world  was 
changing.  An  item  from  the  Wadesboro  paper  indicates 
what  the  future  held.  The  September  16,  1920  issue  noted 
that  "two  flying  machines  passed  over  the  Ansonville 
section  of  the  county  Saturday  —  one  at  5:00  p.m.  and  the 
other  after  dark  about  9:00  p.m." 

Special  programs  called  "Children's  Day"  were  observed 
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for  several  years  in  the  month  of  June.  The  M  &  I 
mentioned  this  in  1921. 

Red  Hill  church  struggled  to  survive  during  those  days. 
Its  1918  budget  was  $216.85  with  $111.75  designated  as 
pastor's  salary.  Four  years  later  the  financial  picture 
remained  dim.  The  total  collection  for  January,  February 
and  March  of  1923  was  $8.11.  After  all  bills  were  paid  for 
the  three  month  period,  the  balance  on  hand  stood  at 
$14.57. 

Listed  below  are  interesting  incidentals  that  happened 
through  these  years  that  will  be  of  interest  to  descendants 
and  friends  of  Red  Hill's  people: 

March  15,  1924:  Walter  Pope  appointed  Church  Clerk 
November,  1932:  Horace  Helms  was  appointed  "fire  boss" 
for  the  winter. 

December  15,  1932:  Gravel  hauled  in,  yard  leveled,  shrub- 
bery was  planted,  grove  trimmed,  and  cemetery  was 
cleared  off. 
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1932:  Ray  Little  —  supply  pastor 
May  21, 1933:  Church  roll  was  called  by  Fannie  Lou  Pope, 
church  clerk 

First  Memories  and 
Lasting  Impressions  . . . 

by  Mavis  Martin  Turner 
Around  1933  .  .  . 

Two  red  banks  of  clay  flanked  either  side  of  the  red  dirt 
road.  The  road  turned  in  front  of  the  rectangular  building 
which  was  Red  Hill  Church.  This  road  was  dusty  in 
summer  and  early  fall,  muddy  in  winter  and  spring.  Gravel 
covered  all  of  the  yard  surrounding  the  building  with 
sprigs  of  grass  and  clumps  of  "broomstraw"  here  and 
there.  The  water  pump  stood  200  yards  from  the  building 
surrounded  by  lovely  old  oak  trees.  However,  there  was 
one  scrawny,  small  elm  tree  (the  gathering  place  of  the 
young  people)  that  stood  in  front  of  the  church  living 
precariously  with  roots  exposed  on  the  edge  of  the  old 
road. 

Two  sets  of  double  doors  led  into  the  church.  They  were 
preceded  by  wooden  steps  (without  backs)  which  were 
beige-grey  in  color.  These  steps  were  quite  worn  by  years 
of  use  by  the  good  folk  who  made  their  living  from  the  soil 
in  one  way  or  another.  The  two  aisles  were  covered  with 
brown  linoleum  runners  which  extended  from  the  back  to 
the  front  of  the  sanctuary.  There  it  was  joined  by  another 
runner  which  extended  the  width  of  the  church.  An 
outside  door  was  between  the  "amen"  corner  at  the  front 
and  the  congregation  on  the  right  side  of  the  church.  The 
choir  occupied  the  left  side  opposite  the  "amen"  corner. 
The  pulpit  area  was  in  the  center,  with  two  large  chairs 
flanking  either  side  of  the  big  pine  pulpit.  A  glass  of  water 
was  always  placed  on  the  pulpit  on  Sunday  for  the 
preacher.  The  piano  had  several  different  locations  at 
various  times.  A  large  table  and  chair  set  on  the  left  wall 
between  the  choir  and  the  congregation.  This  was  the 
secretary's  table  where  our  Sunday  school  records  were 
recorded  and  kept.  There  were  five  large  windows  on 
either  side  of  the  church. 

All  of  our  Sunday  school  classes  met  in  this  one  large 
room.  So  did  the  flies  and  insects  in  the  summer;  as  did  the 
bats  during  night  services.  We  had  adequate  hand  fans 
furnished  by  our  local  funeral  directors.  In  the  winter 
months  our  heat  source  was  a  large  pot-bellied  stove  which 
burned  wood. 

During  our  church  services,  babies  cried,  children 
talked,  mamas  disciplined,  sometimes  with  a  small  (or  not 
so  small)  smack  to  the  appropriate  part  of  the  anatomy. 
Sometimes  a  biscuit  or  rare  cookie  was  given  to  pacify  an 
unruly  or  tired  child  who  couldn't  outlast  a  long-winded 
preacher. 

Children  were  never  so  thirsty  as  when  they  were  told 
on  a  beautiful  Sunday  morning  to  sit  still  for  an  hour  or 
two.  There  was  much  traffic,  when  permitted,  to  the  old 
pump. 


Our  pews  were  plain,  straight  backed  benches.  They    ; 
were  not  curved  for  comfort  or  velvet-covered.  As  children 
we  wiggled,  squirmed,  and  yawned  in  summer;  and  swung 
our  high-topped  shoes  and  long  brown  stockings  in  winter. 

As  soon  as  service  was  over,  children  started  begging  to 
go  home  with  each  other  for  a  day  of  play.  I  can  hear  the 
words  now.  "Mama,  can  I  go  home  with  Sara  today  and 
play?  I'll  come  home  by  four  o'clock.  Oh!  please,  please.e.e. 
let  me  go!" 

At  this  time,  prayer  meeting  was  held  in  the  homes  of 
church  members  on  Wednesday  night.  Also  the  preacher 
had  Sunday  "dinner'  with  members.  During  revival  week 
the  minister,  his  family,  the  visiting  minister,  and  some- 
times his  family  had  dinner  and  supper  with  members. 
The  visiting  minister  usually  stayed  in  our  community  due 
to  poor  transportation. 

Many  of  us  walked  to  church  on  Sunday  and  during 
revival  week,  both  for  the  morning  and  evening  services. 
However,  there  were  many  wagons  and  buggies  which 
brought  families  and  neighbors  to  church. 

Always!  Always!  The  third  Sunday  in  August  was  "Big 
Meetin"  time!  Now  "Big  Meetin"  is  a  story  within  itself. 
It's  also  known  as  "Homecoming."  As  children,  we  looked 
forward  to  seeing  friends  and  playing  after  church.  But  the 
best  of  all  was  the  array  of  abundant  food!  Fried  chicken, 
sausage,  pork  loin,  beef  (not  in  abundance)  ham  biscuits 
(real  home  cured),  sandwiches  —  tomato,  pimento  cheese, 
banana,  fresh  vegetables  (all  from  our  gardens),  green 
beans,  butter  beans,  squash,  okra,  peas,  corn,  potato  salad 
and  deviled  eggs.  Oh  those  cakes,  pies,  puddings,  cobblers 
and  cookies.  Egg  custards,  banana  and  pineapple  pudding, 
chocolate,  apple,  peach,  blackberry  (canned  earlier),  sweet 
tater  pies  and  cobblers.  There  were  pound  cakes,  choco- 
late, caramel,  white  icings  and  various  favorite  family 
recipes.  Our  eyes  got  big  as  saucers  as  we  surveyed  this 
feast!  The  food  was  spread  on  a  long  table  under  the  oak 
trees  beside  the  church.  Several  families  had  small  tables 
in  areas  around  the  church. 

There  were  people  we  only  saw  once  a  year  at  these 
gatherings.  We  looked  forward  to  this.  Perhaps  they  were 
former  members,  or  their  parents  or  grandparents  were 
former  members.  For  them,  this  was  truly  "homecoming". 

Shouting  was  not  uncommon  in  those  days  either.  This 
was  another  thing  that  scared  the  wits  out  of  me!  The  two 
little  ladies  I  remember  were  Mrs.  Nannie  Porter  and 
Aunt  "Mell"  Carpenter  (Malvenia  Martin  Lowder  Car- 
penter). They  became  so  happy  and  filled  with  "the  Holy 
Spirit",  I  suppose  they  just  had  to  tell  about  it.  They  would 
shout  loudly,  clap  their  hands,  and  many  times  if  they  felt 
they  should,  they  would  talk  with  someone  they  felt  was 
not  saved,  to  use  their  influence  to  help  them  in  spiritual 
matters.  Becky  Hinson  (Mrs.  Porter's  great-granddaugh- 
ter) stated  that  Mrs.  Nannie  clapped  so  hard  that  the  day 
after  shouting,  she  could  not  make  home  made  biscuits. 
That's  how  dedicated  these  Christian  ladies  were  to  their 
spiritual  emotions  and  how  uninhibited  they  were. 

Testimonies  and  confessions  were  not  uncommon.  If 
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you  felt  like  saying  something  to  your  fellowman  or 
confessing  a  wrong  and  publicly  acknowledging  it,  you  did. 
People  must  not  have  felt  as  restrained  as  perhaps  we  are 
today. 

Revival  was  also  a  time  when  many  young  people  joined 
the  church. 

For  years  we  did  not  have  a  baptismal  pool,  so  our 
baptisms  were  held  at  Lane's  Creek.  In  1936,  we  built  a 
pool  down  the  hill  behind  the  old  church.  This  was  used 
until  our  new  church  with  the  baptistery  was  built.  If  you 
listen  closely  in  your  memory  you  can  still  hear  the  voices 
singing  "Shall  we  gather  at  the  River",  and  other  old 
hymns,  as  we  gathered  on  the  hillside  to  witness  the 
ceremony." 

Funerals  in  the  20's,  30's  and  40's  were  conducted 
differently  from  the  80's.  Remember  this  is  written  as 
remembered  by  a  child. 

The  body  of  the  deceased  was  placed  in  the  center  front 
of  the  church.  The  family  entered  last  of  course,  preceded 
by  the  ministers.  Most  family  members  were  dressed  in 
black,  a  tradition  of  the  day,  denoting  mourning. 

First,  there  were  opening  remarks,  prayer  and  scripture. 
Usually,  there  were  several  songs.  Then  came  the  main 
service  conducted  by  one  to  three  ministers.  These  ser- 
vices could  be  quite  lengthy  and  expounded  on  the  virtues 
of  the  deceased.  Then  there  was  possibly  more  music 
followed  by  everyone  filing  out  of  the  pews,  the  purpose  of 
which  was  to  view  the  body  for  the  last  time.  As  children 
we  were  "carried"  to  funerals,  probably  due  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  one  with  whom  to  leave  us.  Most  everyone 
attended  funerals  in  the  community.  Our  parents  picked 
us  up  as  they  filed  by  the  casket  and  we  viewed  the  body 
with  them.  At  my  young  age,  I  thought  this  was  a  "scary" 
event.  Grown-ups  were  crying! 

It  took  years  of  maturing,  teaching  and  experience  to 
realize  that  for  Christians,  death  is  a  triumphant  time. 

Another  event  memory  has  carefully  stored,  was  the  red 
bank  of  clay  beside  the  church.  A  favorite  thing  to  do  was 
to  run  down  it  as  fast  as  you  could.  We  were  forbidden  to 


do  this  since  the  end  result  could  be  torn,  dirty  clothes  and 
skinned  knees  and  toes.  Never  the  less,  the  bank  remained 
a  magnet  for  us  during  this  phase  of  our  growing  years. 
Later  we  became  much  too  dignified  to  do  such  an  uncouth 
thing. 

The  first  hymnals  I  remember  were  the  old  "Broad- 
man's"  with  shaped  notes.  Our  older  members,  who  had 
attended  the  church  sponsored  singing  schools,  could 
"Do-Ra-Me"  right  up  the  scale.  Many  of  these  members 
had  lovely  voices.  It  is  doubtful  that  our  piano  was  tuned 
very  often,  but  we  sang  with  gusto,  just  as  if  we  possessed 
the  finest  instrument  around. 

These  years  were  Depression  and  Post-Depression 
years.  Also  another  war  was  brewing  in  Europe.  In  1939, 
Hitler's  invasion  of  Czechoslovakia  and  Poland  began. 
1940  found  the  U.S.  preparing  to  aid  our  allies  and  defend 
our  own  country.  Until  mid  1940's,  many  of  our  own  young 
men  from  Red  Hill  served  in  our  armed  services. 

Just  a  bit  about  the  community  which  makes  Red  Hill 
church.  In  the  20's,  30's  and  40's,  people  were  mostly 
farmers  with  saw  milling  in  the  winter  months.  All 
families  were  equal,  economically  speaking.  That  would  be 
poor  by  1989  standards,  but  then  we  didn't  know  we  were 
poor.  None  of  us  were  deprived  of  life's  necessities,  which 
were  food,  shelter  and  clothing.  Abundant  food  was  grown 
on  our  farms.  Much  of  this  could  be  sold  to  buy  clothing 
(most  of  this  was  hand  sewn  by  mothers)  or  any  other  item 
we  could  not  produce  at  home.  Warm  quilts  were  made 
from  scraps  of  cloth  or  feed  sacks.  Fire  wood  was  cut  in  the 
spring  for  the  next  winter's  heat.  So  we  were  quite  self- 
sufficient! 

In  1947,  our  new  red  brick  church  was  completed  and  we 
proudly  moved  into  it;  and  the  rest  of  our  recent  history  is 
brought  out  in  this  book. 

Our  people  now  are  a  "melting  pot"  as  far  as  vocations 
and  professions  are  concerned.  However,  we  still  remain  a 
rural  church  submerged  in  the  tradition  of  the  "Peace  and 
Harmony"  of  our  forefathers. 


The  Singing  School 
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The  B.Y.P.U.,  a  youth  organization,  was  very  active.  On 
December  17,  both,  the  Junior  and  Senior  B.Y.P.U.  heard 
the  Rev.  Ray  Little,  pastor,  speak,  on  "Why  Dancing  is 
Alright". 

1933  B.Y.P.U.  Roll 
Junior  and  Senior 


Mrs.  Nannie  Porter 


April  4,  1937:  G.C.  Martin  was  appointed  again  to  S.S. 
Superintendent. 

America's  great  depression  of  1929-1932  had  impact  on 
Red  Hill  Church.  The  offerings  remained  minimal.  Like 
the  widow  and  her  mite,  the  people  did  what  they  could  to 
keep  the  work  of  the  Lord  moving.  By  1927,  Red  Hill  had 
157  members.  In  1931,  Rev.  TP.  Little  baptized  11 
converts  and  the  total  offering  for  the  year  was  $200.00. 

Bro.  Ray  Little,  acting  as  supply  pastor  in  1932,  bap- 
tized 18  converts.  This  was  the  largest  single  number  of 
baptisms  since  the  church's  origin.  That  number  would 
remain  the  high  mark  until  1949  when  A.R.  Brothers 
baptized  19. 

The  February  11,  1932  issue  of  the  Messenger  and 
Intelligencer  said  the  Red  Hill  Sunday  school  was 
continuing  to  grow.  On  February  18,  there  were  14  mem- 
bers present.  '"^ 

August  25,  1933,  Bro.  Ray  Little  asked  the  church  to 
ordain  him  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  He  was  ordained 
September  17th  at  Red  Hill  Church.  Thus  was  recorded 
the  first  ordination  of  a  pastor  at  Red  Hill. 


Pines  Carpenter 
Grace  Cox 
Bertha  Coble 
Edna  Edwards 
Louise  Harrington 
Paralie  Hendley 
Annie  Laurie  Kearns 
Vera  Mae  High 
Lockie  Martin 
Grovene  Martin 
Mary  Pope 
Ruth  Pope 
Annie  Lock  Pope 
Lea  Arva  Pope 
AUie  Pope 
Lucy  Threadgill 
Bertha  Threadgill 
Louise  Cox 
Ruth  Cox 
Tyler  Carpenter 
Helms  Hendley 
Blanch  Martin 
Henry  Clay  Pope 
Fleet  Newton 
Jim  Kearns 
Nellie  Plowman 
James  Martin 
Clayton  Pope 
Maggie  Preslar 
Vergie  Porter 
J.B.  Pope 
Craven  Pope 
Hyla  Pope 
Walter  Pope 
Annie  Laura  Martin 
Faye  Pope 


Mildred  Martin 
Joe  Bennett  Hyatt 
Hugh  MuUis 
Guy  Edwards 
Aileen  Martin 
Eloise  Martin 
Lula  Mae  Hendley 
J.E.  Martin 
Jewell  Cox 
William  Floyd 
Sadie  Porter 
Fannie  Lou  Pope 
Jewell  Harrington 
Rachel  Plowman 
Lucy  Edwards 
Ashe  Edwards 
Vera  Martin 
Luke  Martin 
Carl  Hough 
Willie  W.  Hough 
Frances  Martin 
Clad  Garris 
Nell  Smith 
Ralph  Blalock 
Daphne  Martin 
Lois  Pope 
Mamie  Porter 
Lelia  Sinclair 
Louise  Porter 
Erie  Pope  , 

Jewell  Pope 
Laura  Mae  Pope 
Eddie  Lee  Threadgill 
Faye  Preslar 
Hugh  Garris 
Cecil  Floyd 


New  song  books  were  ordered  December  17,  1933.  The 
early  thirties  were  quiet  years.  Swimming  groups  went 
swimming  on  "Lanes  Creek"  at  the  Clon  Edwards  pasture. 
Dating  was  in  the  community  and  at  the  church  activities. 
Money  was  scarce  and  travel  was  limited.  Most  families 
grew  their  food  except  for  sugar,  coffee  and  cheese.  Eggs 
were  sold  to  pay  for  the  items  not  grown  at  home. 

On  March  18, 1934,  the  church  voted  to  change  the  hour 
of  preaching  in  April  so  the  pastor  (Ray  Little)  might 
preach  the  Ansonville  High  School  Baccalaureate  sermon. 

On  May  20,  1934,  the  church  voted  to  reorganize  the 
Sunday  School  and  B.Y.P.U.  and  to  have  a  mid-week 
prayer  and  song  service. 

Minutes  state  on  March  25,  26  and  27  of  1935,  the 
church  was  reshingled  by  members. 
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July  21,  1935:  "The  matter  of  changing  the  revival  beginning  the  third  week  in  August." 

meeting  until  September  was  brought  before  the  church.  Rev.  Ray  Little,  Moderator 

The  church  voted  to  have  the  meeting  at  the  regular  time  Fannie  Lou  Pope,  Clerk 


^.^..i^i^ci^  ^(:>OncMS.  ^<te^^xiyujto<yuf    —     ^^  S.    i^aylJ^iA^ 
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Church  minutes  —  September  20,  1936 

37 


Mr.  Jesse  Pope 


In  these  years,  there  was  a  church  treasurer:  K.N. 
Edwards  and  a  Sunday  School  treasurer:  W.B.  Porter. 

In  April  of  1937,  Mr.  Jesse  Pope  died.  He  was  Sunday 
School  Superintendent.  Mr.  G.C.  Martin  returned  to  the 
position  until  Mr.  W.H.  Handle  was  elected. 

Heavy  snows  and  rainfall  hindered  all  events  in  the 
Ansonville  community  on  February  13,  1936.  Roads  were 
blocked  in  certain  sections  due  to  the  swollen  streams. 

Also  in  1936,  the  CCC  (Civil  Conservation  Corpora- 
tion) was  active.  The  CCC  had  been  started  as  a  way  to 
help  unemployed  people  during  America's  great  depres- 
sion. Robert  Pope,  James  Cox,  Cecil  Floyd,  Roy  Martin 
and  Helms  Hendley,  five  Red  Hill  men,  were  in  the  CCC 
and  one  camp  was  located  in  Polkton. 

The  September  10, 1936  issue  of  the  M  &  I  informed  its 
readers  about  a  CCC  event  at  Red  Hill.  "Six  of  the  CCC 
boys  of  Polkton  came  down  with  the  pastor.  Rev.  Ray 
Little,  Monday  and  worked  on  the  baptismal  pool  just 
North  of  the  church.  We  appreciate  their  help  very  much. 
They  were  the  dinner  guests  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.B.  Pope."  >« 

In  July  of  1937,  a  severe  windstorm  damaged  fruit  trees. 

NOTES 

1.  "General  Catalogue  of  Wake  Forest  College,  1834-1892." 

2.  Minutes  of  Anson  Association. 

3.  "The  Messenger  and  Intelligencer,"  July  24,  1919. 

4.  Minutes  of  Anson  Baptist  Church. 

5.  "Messenger  and  Intelligencer,"  Sept.  16.  1920. 

6.  "Messenger  and  Intelligencer." 

7.  "Messenger  and  Intelligencer." 
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Chapter  Four 

BUILDING  &  GROWING 


1940-1960 


By  1945,  offerings  had  risen  in  dramatic  fashion.  The 
church  stood  ready  to  move  into  a  new  era.  It  had  come 
through  the  stage  of  beginning.  It  was  well  organized  and 
identified  with  associational  and  world  mission  causes.  It 
stood  strong  through  depression  and  hard  times.  In  short, 
the  Red  Hill  congregation  launched  into  new  territory. 

Rev.  J.T.  Davis  completed  his  ministry  in  June,  1940.  In 
a  letter  to  the  church  clerk  on  July  19,  1965,  Rev.  Davis 
described  his  part  in  what  would  become  the  new  church, 
"To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  it  was  while  I  was  pastor  we 
decided  to  build  the  new  church  and  began  making  plans 
toward  that  end." 

In  church  conference  on  September  20, 1940,  Rev.  L.A. 
Honeycutt  was  called  as  the  pastor.  The  church  voted  in 
this  conference  to  sell  the  kerosene  lamps  from  the  old 
church  to  Mt.  Vernon  Methodist  Church. 

Rev.  A.R.  Brothers  began  his  seven  year  ministry  in 
1941.  By  the  time  he  resigned,  the  church  had  a  com- 
pletely new  building. 

Financial  information  for  the  period  between  1939  and 
1948  tells  the  story  of  what  happened: 
Year  Expenditures  for  all  Causes 

1939  $452.15 

1940  398.75 

1941  478.40 

1942  542.90 

1943  721.40 

1944  928.50 

1945  •  1,002.00 

1946  1,100.00 

1947  4,064.00 

1948  8,948.00 
The  increase  in  expenditures  between  1946  and  1947  is 

40  percent.  Between  1947  and  1948  the  expenditures 
doubled.  The  building  program  began  in  1946  and  on  July 
15,  1947  the  first  bricks  were  laid  for  the  present  sanctu- 
ary. By  1948,  the  major  work  was  completed.  In  1941,  Mrs. 
Fannie  Lou  Pope,  church  clerk,  noted  in  her  records  that 
the  church  held  a  meeting  to  discuss  plans  for  building 
Sunday  School  rooms.  ■*  But  there  are  no  other  records  of 


this  meeting.  What  happened?  In  simple  language  the 
building  program  was  interrupted  due  to  America's  entry 
into  World  War  II  in  1941. 

Twenty-seven  men  from  the  church  served  their  coun- 
try during  this  war.  The  church  upheld  and  supported  the 
men  serving  faithfully  and  prayerfully.  Cottage  prayer 
meetings  were  held  in  homes  throughout  the  community 
each  week.  Most  every  home  had  a  family  member  serving 
the  country. 

Two  men  from  the  community  were  killed  in  action.  On 
December  26,  1944,  William  Robert  Randall  was  killed 
while  fighting  in  Belgium.  He  served  with  the  84th 
infantry  division.  Ted  Hancock  Smith  was  killed  in  action 
on  March  2,  1945,  at  Iwo  Gima.  He  was  a  Corporal  in  the 
Marine  Corps,  at  his  death.  Both  men  were  buried  in  Red 
Hill  cemetery. 

While  the  war  waged.  Red  Hill  congregation  carried  on 
God's  work.  For  example,  four  men  were  chosen  to  be 
ordained  as  deacons  on  October  17,  1943.  The  men  who 
were  ordained  the  first  Sunday  in  November,  included 
Burgess  Porter,  I.H.  Pope,  J.  Paul  Hendley  and  Clayton 
Pope.  ^ 

World  War  II  ended  in  1945  with  victory  for  the  Allies 
and  by  1946,  the  economy  of  the  country  was  getting 
better  and  Red  Hill  resumed  its  building  program  with 
vigor.  Rev.  A.R.  Brothers  and  Mr.  W.H.  Randle  led  in  this 
venture.  Deacons  serving  the  church  at  this  time  were 
G.C.  Martin,  L.M.  Tyson,  Issac  H.  Pope,  K.N.  Edwards, 
W.B.  Porter,  W.H.  Randle,  Clayton  Pope,  I.R  Thomas  and 
Paul  Hendley.  The  deacons'  names  are  inscribed  on  a 
marble  tablet  at  the  front  of  the  church. 

Rev.  Brothers  served  a  number  of  Anson  County 
churches.  People  all  over  the  country  knew  him  from  his 
days  as  a  railroad  engineer.  He  grew  up  among  railroaders 
and  he  was  a  railroader  himself.  People  still  talk  about 
Brothers  as  an  engineer,  especially  his  talent  of  whistle 
blowing.  He  learned  to  blow  four  tones  on  his  train  whistle 
and  began  to  blast  out  "O  Happy  Day"  as  the  train  moved 
through  the  county. 

Brothers  became  a  Christian  at  the  age  of  33.  He 
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Rev.  A.  R.  Brothers 

continued  engineering  the  train  and  used  the  whistle  as  a 
means  of  testifying.  "Happy  Dick"  became  his  nickname 
and  that's  what  people  called  him.  Brothers  stopped 
playing  the  tune  on  the  whistle  when  the  railroad  asked 
him  not  to  blow  it. 

The  other  man  who  led  the  church  during  the  building 
program  was  W.H.  Randle.  One  of  the  finest  tributes  paid 
to  Randle  was  by  his  son,  Charles,  who  said  that  in  every 
church  there  are  three  groups  of  people:  "Those  who  say  it 
can't  be  done  and  shouldn't  be;  those  who  are  neutral  and 
those  committed  few  who  believe  the  church  needs  to 
move  forward.  My  father  was  a  member  of  the  third 
group."  ^ 
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Building  Committee  for  present  church.  Top  left  to  right:  W.  B.  Porter, 
K.  N.  Edwards,  W.  H.  Randle.  Bottom  Row  left  to  right:  W.  Brady 
Martin,  Jesse  B.  Porter. 


All  the  congregation  worked  together  on  the  new  church 
as  a  team.  The  building  committee  was:  K.N.  Edwards, 
W.H.  Randle,  Burgess  Porter,  J.B.  Porter,  and  Brady 
Martin.  Ladies  began  holding  suppers  and  quiltings.  Men 
did  much  of  the  construction.  The  process  began  as  far 
back  as  1940  and  continued  until  1951. 

"The  Messenger  and  Intelligencer"  (M  &  I),  Anson 
County's  newspaper,  contained  a  weekly  column,  "Red 
Hill  and  Mount  Vernon  News".  That  column  provided 
much  of  the  news  about  the  process  of  money  raising  and 
the  construction.  On  January  15,  1940,  the  column  an- 
nounced an  oyster  and  chicken  supper  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.B.  Porter  on  February  24.  Proceeds  went  to 
the  church.  ' 

The  October  24,  1940  issue  described  a  similar  event  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  Yarborough  Porter.  Also  at  one  of  these 
events,  Miss  Elizabeth  Denton  and  Miss  Sara  Edwards 
sold  a  homemade  quilt  to  Mr.  Jodie  Lee  for  $5.00.  ® 

These  events  continued  throughout  the  years  of  build- 
ing. The  March  25,  1948  issue  of  the  M  &  I  noted  that 
"ladies  of  the  Red  Hill  Church  served  dinner  at  the  sale  of 
Mr.  Sam  Lee.  Proceeds  were  gratifying."  ^ 

Men  saved  money  to  give  toward  the  new  building.  Rob 
Sinclair  recalls  saving  Indian  head  nickels.  He  began 
putting  aside  nickels  in  a  large  match  box.  When  Sinclair 
collected  $20.00  worth  of  nickels,  Mr.  W.H.  Randle 
matched  that  amount. 

Sinclair  also  helped  on  the  building  in  other  ways.  He 
remembers  hauling  all  the  brick  from  a  nearby  brick  yard 
on  Jesse  Porter's  truck.  "I  had  bricks  scattered  all  over 
that  yard,"  he  said.  Some  were  hauled  during  the  flood  of 
1945.  '" 

The  August  18,  1947  M  &  I  announced  that  "the  men 
are  very  faithful  and  laboring  hard  on  our  new  church."  " 

Slowly  but  surely  the  building  took  shape.  On  October 
17,  1947,  the  cornerstone  was  put  in  place  with  a  special 
ceremony.  Participants  in  the  ceremony  included  Senator 
Pat  Taylor,  prominent  Baptist  layman  of  Wadesboro,  Dr. 
I.R.  Greer,  Superintendent  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist 
Orphanage,  the  Price  brothers,  popular  radio  singers. 
Professor  Rommie  Pierce  of  Wingate  Junior  College  at- 
tended with  the  college  glee  club.  ^^ 

Now  the  story  of  building  must  be  interrupted  to  answer 
a  question.  What  happened  to  the  original  church?  The 
old  church  was  sold  to  Mr.  Fred  Birmingham.  He  tore  the 
building  down  piece  by  piece,  hauled  it  away  and  rebuilt  it 
for  his  own  use. 

The  following  items  were  carried  from  the  old  church  to 
the  new  church  and  have  been  restored: 

1.  cherry  record  table  with  two  matching  chairs 

2.  walnut  library  table  with  matching  chair 

3.  two  walnut  collection  plates  (with  inscription  as 
follows)  "In  memory  of  John  S.  and  Sara  Ann  Staton 

4.  pulpit  Bible 

5.  pulpit  cover 

6.  Sunday  School  register  board 
Today  they  are  still  in  use. 
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Interior  of  old  church  —  The  last  wedding  in  that  building,  Bessie  Tyson  married  Wilburn  Stubbs. 


The  last  wedding  in  the  old  church  was  Bessie  Tyson  to 
Wilburn  Stubbs  in  1948.  The  first  wedding  in  the  new 
church  was  Lina  Harrington  to  Bob  McCollum  in  October 
of  1948. 

Even  though  the  new  building  was  not  complete,  Red 
Hill  hosted  the  annual  meeting  of  Anson  Association  in 
the  fall  of  1948.  Daphne  Lee  recalls  that  windows  had  not 
been  installed.  The  church  used  temporary  plastic  screens. 
The  floor  was  unfinished  and  people  sat  on  old  pews. 
Daphne  says,  "I  helped  make  coffee  in  a  black  wash  pot."  '■' 

Stained  glass  memorial  windows  which  added  beauty 
and  aided  the  worship  services  were  installed  by  February, 
1949.  Plates  with  inscriptions  as  follows  are  on  the 
windows. 

Uncle  Jimmy  Martin 
1818  -  1913 

In  Loving  Memory  of 

Father  and  Mother 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.W.  Ramsey 

Father  —  Fred  C.  Threadgill 
Mother  —  Mary  S.  Threadgill 

Andrew  J.  Springer 
March  25,  1863  -  Sept.  30,  1935 

Jennifer  Springer 
August  26,  1863  -  May  13,  1908 

In  Memory  of  Our 

Father  and  Mother 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  I.F.  Thomas 

J.L.  Porter 
and  Family 


In  Memory  of 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.R  Threadgill 
By:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.G.  Davis 

In  Memory  of 
L.L.  Martin  and  Family 

Aunt  Anne  Martin 
1831  -  1910 

Elison  Mallory  Staton 

1848  -  1914 
Louise  Hancock  Staton 

1857  -  1946 

In  Memory  of 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.H.  Braswell 

and  family 

In  Memory  of 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.E.  Staton 

In  Honor  of  Our 

Father  and  Mother 

Guilford  C.  &  Zozo  Martin 

In  Memory  of 
J.B.  Pope  and  Family 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.F.  Preslar 
and  Family 

William  Lee  Thompson 
Sept.  11,  1876  -  Jan.  12,  1938 

Maude  Thomas  Thompson 
Nov.  25,  1881  -  April  22,  1963 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  C.  Martin 


During  1949,  the  church  lost  Brother  G.C.  Martin,  a 
beloved  deacon  and  former  Sunday  School  Superinten- 
dent. His  funeral  was  the  first  funeral  to  be  held  in  the  new 
church.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  funeral  of  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Betty  Martin  Nance,  was  the  last  in  the  old 
church. 


Rev.  Clayton  Pope 

Rev.  Clayton  Pope  followed  as  pastor  in  1950.  Clayton 
Pope  had  grown  up  in  Red  Hill  Church  so  the  people  knew 
him  well.  He  already  had  been  ordained  as  a  deacon.  On 
Sunday,  April  24, 1948,  the  church  made  a  motion  that  he 
be  a  candidate  for  ordination.  The  service  was  held  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  May  2. 

Rev.  Pope  continued  the  drive  to  complete  the  new 
building.  The  February  2,  1951  issue  of  M  &  I  noted  that 
"Red  Hill  people  had  been  busy.  The  old  pews  have  been 
moved  out,  the  floor  sanded  and  we  are  expecting  the  new 
pews  by  next  Sunday.  We  are  all  happy  for  the  sudden 
change."  ''^ 


Silver  Communion  Set  —  Given  to  the  Church  by  McLendon  Family 

In  September  of  1949,  the  grandchildren  of  Joe  and 
Nancy  McLendon  presented  a  silver  communion  set  to 
the  church. 

Mr.  Brothers  resigned  in  1949.  His  pastorate  marks  the 
turning  point  of  Red  Hill  to  modern  days.  Prior  to  his 
resignation,  services  were  loud,  "hell-fire  and  damnation", 
evangelism  as  compared  to  the  quiet,  reverent  services  we 
observe  today.  The  church  building  would  be  updated  and 
expanded  in  the  years  ahead,  but  people  still  worship  at 
the  same  spot  he  and  his  flock  labored  to  complete. 


Mr,  W.  H.  Handle  and  Mrs.  Josie  T.  Handle 
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The  old  pews  later  went  to  members  of  the  church  who 
wanted  them  for  keepsakes.  At  the  time  the  pews  were 
installed,  these  gifts  were  given  to  the  church: 
Communion  Table  Pulpit  Podium 

In  memory  of  In  memory  of 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.F.  Preslar  W.H.  Handle 

by  by 

Earl  and  Ollie  Robertson    The  K.N.  Edwards  Family 
Other  changes  came  to  the  church  under  Pope's  leader- 
ship. Youth  organizations  began  at  this  time.  Brother 
Pope  also  directed  Anson  Association's  Sunday  School 
work. 

W.H.  Randle  was  Red  Hill's  Sunday  School  Superinten- 
dent in  1950  and  Lincoln  Martin  filled  that  post  beginning 
in  1951.  The  total  offering  for  1951  was  $5,553.00. 

Sad  news  came  to  the  church  on  January  2,  1951.  W.H. 
Randle  died.  The  deacons  drew  up  a  resolution  of  respect 
which  was  printed  in  the  September  12,  1951  issue  of  the 
M  &  I.  '^ 

Resolution  Of  Respect 
By  Board  Of  Deacons 

The  sudden  passing  of  W.H.  Randle  of  Anson  County, 
Tuesday  morning,  January  2,  1951,  was  a  great  shock  to 
his  family  and  many  friends. 

Mr.  Randle  was  57  years  old  and  had  lived  a  life  of 
sincerity  and  usefulness.  He  had  been  a  deacon  for  12 
years.  He  was  loyal  to  his  family,  his  church  and  his 
community.  He  was  a  friend  and  a  neighbor  of  the  highest 
type. 

The  church  as  well  as  the  community  mourns  the  loss  of 
one  of  the  best  members  and  citizens  and  we  feel  sure  that 
our  loss  is  his  eternal  gain. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved:  First  that  we  extend  to  the 
family  our  sympathy  in  their  loss.  Second,  that  we,  to 
commemorate  his  noble  example,  place  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  on  record  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  county 
paper  for  publication. 

K.  Edwards 

W.B.  Porter 

Earl  Robertson 

Bennett  Porter 

Paul  Hendley 


My  Church  As  I  See  It 

A  beautiful  sanctuary  wherein  dwells  God.  A  Godly 
pastor,  whose  sterling  character  makes  him  stand  out  as  a 
shining  light  in  the  church  and  community.  A  choir  whose 
voices  may  not  be  in  perfect  harmony,  but  the  melody 
seems  to  come  from  heaven. 

A  recently  deceased  Sunday  school  superintendent, 
whose  memory  we  will  always  cherish,  and  whose  foot- 
steps we  might  dare  try  to  emulate. 


A  new  superintendent  with  a  firm  determination  to  do 
the  will  of  God. 

A  number  of  Sunday  school  teachers  who  are  faithful  to 
the  tasks  assigned  to  them. 

A  number  of  officers  who  perform  their  duties  well. 

My  church  is  a  good  place  to  go,  because  it  was 
instituted  by  the  Lord,  and  because  good  people  go  there  to 
have  fellowship  with  God,  and  with  one  another. 

The  doors  of  my  church  are  always  open.  Please  worship 
with  me  some  time.  I  not  only  invite  you,  I  challenge  you! 

A  member  of  Red  Hill  Baptist  church. 

By  Mattie  Porter 

This  article  by  Mrs.  Mattie  Porter  appeared  in  the  local  paper  shortly 
after  Mr.  W.H.  Handle's  death.  This  expresses  sentiments  of  many 
members  today. 

Serving  during  the  1940's 

Deacons 

G.C.  Martin 

L.M.  Tyson 

Issac  H.  Pope 

K.N.  Edwards 

W.B.  Porter 

W.H.  Randle 

Clayton  Pope 

I.F  Thomas 

Paul  Hendley 

Bennett  Porter 

Mayo  Peters 

Earl  Robertson 

Erie  Pope 

Persons  serving  during  the  1940's 


Church  Clerk 

Fannie  Lou  Pope  Cox 
Sara  E.  Martin 
Jennie  Lee  Tyson 
Alice  Tyson 
Lou  Randall 
Kate  Randall 
Guy  Edwards 


Church  Treasurer 

K.N.  Edwards 
J.E.  Martin,  Jr. 
J.B.  Porter,  Jr. 
William  Pope 
Fred  Randall 
Erie  Pope 


Persons  serving  during  the  1940's 
S.S.  Superintendent  S.S.  Treasurer 

W.H.  Randle  W.B.  Porter 

Lincoln  Martin  Edna  Edwards 

Robert  Pope  Bennett  Porter 

S.S.  Secretary 
Virginia  Wallace 
Carey  Edwards 
Kate  Randall 
Edith  Davis 
Sara  Ann  Pope 

During  1953,  the  church  had  no  regular  pastor  accord- 
ing to  the  associational  minutes. 
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Rev.  J.  Bryan  Dosher 

Rev.  Bryan  Dosher  was  called  and  served  18  months  as 
pastor,  1954-1955.  He  accomplished  much  during  that 
short  period.  Without  question,  his  outstanding  achieve- 
ment was  22  baptisms  on  September  15,  1954. 

In  August  of  1965,  upon  request  from  the  church  clerk, 
he  listed  the  following  as  accomplishments: 

1 .  Total  of  40  baptisms 

2.  50  study  course  awards  earned 

3.  Organized  Cradle  Roll 

4.  Organized  nursery 

5.  Organized  Expansion  Department 

6.  Built  steeple,  and  acquired  bell  from  his  church  in 
Southport  to  go  in  steeple  (Bennett  Porter  drove  his 
pick-up  and  brought  it  here.) 

7.  Installed  church  library 

8.  Won  second  place  in  N.C.  Baptist  rural  church  of  the 
year 

9.  Began  pictorial  history  on  slides. 

It  was  during  the  tenure  of  Bryan  Dosher  that  Red  Hill 
won  a  prestigious  award,  the  runner-up  of  Rural  Church  of 
the  Year,  1955,  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion of  North  Carolina.  To  be  eligible,  a  church  submitted 
detailed  reports  to  a  state  judging  committee.  A  total  of  66 
questions  had  to  be  answered.  Each  participating  church 
rated  itself  on  10  major  categories:  Evangelism,  Worship, 
Christian  Education,  Stewardship,  Pastoral  Ministry, 
Physical  Equipment,  Organization,  Church  and  Commu- 
nity, long  range  goals  for  total  church  program,  and  new 
work  begun. 


Gathering  the  information  and  packaging  it  was  under 
the  guidance  of  Daphne  Lee  and  Sara  Martin.  These 
ladies  prepared  a  scrap  book  of  news  clippings,  photo- 
graphs and  narratives.  A  delegation  of  members  attended 
the  1955  North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention  which 
met  that  year  in  Asheville.  Those  representing  Red  Hill  to 
receive  this  award  were:  Rev.  Dosher,  Dewey  and  Bessie 
Johnson,  Jodie  and  Daphne  Lee,  Sara  Martin  and  Rebec- 
ca Howell. 

In  August  of  1955,  our  church  Deed  reveals  that  1.93 
acres  was  deeded  to  Red  Hill  Baptist  Church  by  Mr.  K.N. 
Edwards  as  an  addition  to  our  existing  cemetery.  "There  is 
included  in  this  instrument,  an  agreement,  that  a  drive- 
way may  be  maintained,  and  used  by  the  public  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  into  and  out  of  the  cemetery,  along  the 
eastern  and  northern  boundaries  of  the  cemetery." 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  Jerry  Wallace 


Rev.  Jerry  Wallace,  like  Dosher,  stayed  one  year.  During 
his  1956  pastorate,  the  church  turned  another  major 
corner.  The  parsonage  was  begun  with  appropriate 
groundbreaking  ceremonies. 

Wallace  made  another  important  step  while  he  was 
pastor.  He  described  that  step  in  an  August  13, 1965  letter 
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Original  Parsonage 


to  the  church  in  which  he  summarized  his  ministry.  "It 
was  my  desire  to  lead  the  church  into  a  full-time  ministry. 
The  deacons  were  favorable  to  my  suggestions  and  started 
toward  that  direction  with  the  recommendation  to  build  a 
parsonage." 

Work  on  the  parsonage  actually  began  in  July  1956.  The 
church  minutes  noted  a  business  conference  to  discuss  the 
site  for  the  pastorium.  "No  definite  plans  were  made.  A 
week  was  given  for  members  to  decide."  Those  minutes  are 
signed  by  Lincoln  Martin,  moderator  and  Lou  Randall, 
church  clerk. 

The  land  on  which  the  parsonage  stands  was  donated  by 
Mrs.  W.H.  Randle.  The  membership  elected  J.B.  Porter, 
St.,  Dewey  Johnson,  and  Ruth  Lee  Edwards  to  the 
building  committee.  Mr.  Fred  Birmingham  was  contrac- 
ted to  only  frame  the  building  because  of  limited  funds.  A 
loan  was  obtained  from  Ansonville  Bank.  Men  in  the 
church  did  much  work  on  the  parsonage  —  digging  the 
foundation,  wiring  it,  laying  tile,  and  hauling  materials. 
Dewey  Johnson  recalled  these  events  and  assisting  in  the 
work.  He  states  "full  cooperation  was  given  by  the  mem- 
bership."In  1957,  Rev.  Clegg  Allen  and  family  moved  in  as 
the  first  occupants. 

Allen  did  more  than  move  into  the  parsonage.  He,  in 
fact,  became  the  first  full-time  pastor.  The  church  now 
held  services  every  Sunday,  mid-week  services  and  had  a 
minister  living  in  a  church  home  on  the  church  field.  Red 
Hill  had  come  a  long  way  in  its  100  year  history. 

John  and  Irene  Pope  recall  using  the  parsonage  for 
another  purpose  while  the  Aliens  lived  there.  They  cour- 
ted at  the  preacher's  house  —  all  under  proper  supervision. 

The  church  borrowed  $4,500.00  to  complete  the  par- 
sonage. 

During  the  construction  period,  church  business  con- 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  Clegg  Allen 


tinued  in  a  regular  way.  On  September  29,  1957,  Robert 
Pope  was  elected  as  a  new  deacon  and  the  church  approved 
a  budget  of  $3,930.00. 
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Another  modernization  —  rotation  of  deacons  —  began 
in  1957  under  Rev.  Allen's  leadership.  Robert  Pope  re- 
placed Paul  Hendley  whose  term  expired.  The  rotating 
order  of  deacons  was  then  set  up  to  continue  through  1965 
in  the  following  order: 

Oct.  1957  —  Paul  Hendley 

Oct.  1958  —  Bennett  Porter 

Oct.  1959  —  Mayo  Peters 

Oct.  1960  —  Burgess  Porter 

Oct.  1961  —  Kay  Edwards 

Oct.  1962  —  Earl  Robertson 

Oct.  1963  —  Lincoln  Martin 

Oct.  1964  —  Robert  Pope 

Oct.  1965  —  Erie  Pope 

On  September  27,  1959  at  a  church  conference,  Cecil 
Sikes  was  recommended  by  the  deacons  to  replace  Mayo 
Peters  whose  term  expired  on  October  1. 

And  there  was  other  business.  At  a  February  9,  1958 
conference  the  church  named  a  committee  of  Brady 
Martin,  Jesse  Porter  and  Jack  Martin  to  investigate  the 
possibility  of  obtaining  a  heating  plant  for  the  church. 
The  church  approved  the  recommendation  to  install  a  gas- 
heating  system  at  a  cost  of  $950.00.  Until  this  time  an  oil 
heater  was  used  to  heat  the  church. 


At  that  same  meeting,  the  church  approved  the  follow-    ^ 
ing  items:  paint  outside  woodwork  of  the  church,  dig  a 
drainage  ditch  on  the  north  side  of  the  church,  establish  a 
fund  for  upkeep  of  the  cemetery  with  Carey  Edwards  as 
treasurer. 

As  the  church  entered  the  decade  of  the  60's,  the  Lord 
continued  to  bless.  That  year  the  total  budget  was 
$6,401.00.  The  pastor's  salary  was  increased  from 
$3,120.00  to  $3,600.00  per  year. 

On  May  1, 1960,  the  church  voted  to  license  Larry  Allen 
to  preach.  Larry  is  the  son  of  Rev.  Clegg  Allen. 

The  debt  on  the  parsonage  was  paid  off  in  May,  1960, 
and  the  dedication  was  held  on  Sunday  night,  June  12, 
1960.  At  this  service.  Rev.  Clegg  Allen  gave  a  brief  history 
of  the  building  of  the  parsonage.  Following  Rev.  Allen's 
comments,  Dr.  C.C.  Burris  of  Wingate  College  brought  the 
dedication  message.  Mrs.  Dewey  Johnson  sang  "Bless 
This  House".  Rev.  John  Searcy,  the  associational  mission- 
ary, gave  the  dedicatory  prayer. 

Jodie  Lee  and  Guy  Edwards  were  elected  to  serve  as 
deacons  in  September.  They  were  to  replace  Kay  Edwards, 
who  had  died,  and  Burgess  Porter,  whose  term  had 
expired. 


NOTES 


1.  "Letter  to  Mrs.  J.  E.  Martin,  clerk,  from  A.T.  Davis,"  July  19,  1965. 

2.  N.  C.  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  ANNUALS,  1939-1948 

3.  "Red  Hill  Baptist  Church  Minutes." 

4.  "Minutes." 
5. 

6.  "Tribute  to  W.  H.  Handle,"  Rev.  Charles  Randle. 

7.  "The  Messenger  and  Intelligencer,"  January  15,  1940. 

8.  "M  and  I,"  Oct.  24,  1940. 

9.  "M  and  I,"  March  25,  1948. 

10.  Interview  with  Rob  Sinclair 

11.  "M  and  I,"  Aug.  18,  1947. 

12.  "M  and  I,"  Oct.  19,  1947. 

13.  Interview  with  Daphne  Lee. 

14.  "M  and  I,"  Feb.  23,  1951. 

15.  "M  and  I,"  Sept.  12,  1951. 
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Chapter  Five 

STILL  GROWING  AND 
LOOKING  AHEAD 


1961-1990 


The  era  between  1961  and  1990  was  one  of  continuing 
growth  and  change.  The  congregation  was  blessed  with 
several  outstanding  ministers  and  the  people  responded  to 
this  leadership.  By  1990,  Red  Hill  was  one  of  the  strongest 
rural  churches  in  Anson  Association. 

David  Pope  was  ordained  into  the  ministry  by  the 
church  on  January  1,  1961.  The  congregation  sang  two 
hymns  led  by  Rev.  E.  M.  Leonard,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Rocky 
Mount  Baptist  Church.  Rev.  Edward  Duncan,  pastor  of 
Southside  Baptist  Church,  led  in  prayer.  Clayton  Pope, 
pastor  of  Polkton  Baptist  Church  and  former  pastor  at 
Red  Hill,  gave  the  charge.  Mrs.  Dewey  Johnson  rendered 
special  music.  Rev.  George  Simmons,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Wadesboro,  delivered  the  ordination 
sermon.  Seven  ministers  from  Anson  Association  "layed 
hands"  on  the  new  minister.  Rev.  David  Pope  accepted  a 
church  position  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Baptist  Church  in 
Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

One  month  after  David's  ordination,  Clegg  Allen  sub- 
mitted his  resignation.  He  became  a  pastor  of  Flat  Creek 
Church  in  the  Moriah  Association  of  South  Carolina.  The 
resignation  of  Rev.  Allen  closed  an  era  of  building  and 
change.  Other  ventures  still  lay  ahead.  But  in  all  these 
changes,  "peace  and  harmony  prevailed." 

Immediately  after  Rev.  Allen's  resignation,  a  pulpit 
committee  was  nominated.  Jodie  Lee,  Earl  Robertson, 
Dewey  Johnson,  Mamie  Edwards  and  Grace  Pope  consti- 
tuted the  committee. 

The  church  now  had  an  adequate  parsonage  and  a  fine 
house  of  worship.  There  were  people  all  about  the  commu- 
nity who  needed  Christ  in  their  lives.  To  ensure  finding  a 
full-time  minister  to  help  in  this  goal,  the  salary  was 
changed  to  $4,000.00  at  the  February  19,  1961  business 
meeting. 

One  month  later  on  March  26,  Rev.  George  White  was 
approved  as  the  new  pastor.  Lincoln  Martin  moderated  at 
this  meeting. 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  George  White 

The  church  bulletin  service  was  begun  by  Rev.  White, 
who  typed  a  stencil  on  his  portable  typewriter.  In  order  to 
duplicate  them,  a  mimeograph  machine  was  purchased  in 
July  of  1961  at  a  cost  of  $135.00. 

A  significant  change  came  when  the  treasurer  was  given 
two  assistants.  They  were  to  be  responsible  for  counting 
the  money  and  depositing  it. 

A  new  roof  was  put  on  the  building  in  1961.  In  the  same 
year,  the  budget  rose  to  $6,725.00. 

Important  new  rules  concerning  the  cemetery  came  into 
existence.  A  cemetery  committee  was  expected  to  main- 
tain the  grounds  and  see  that  all  other  rules  are  carried  out. 

During  all  its  history,  Red  Hill  has  never  forgotten  the 
needs  of  sister  churches.  In  1961,  Brown  Creek  Baptist 
Church  in  a  nearby  community  had  its  building  ruined  by 
fire.  On  December  1,  1961,  the  church  approved  a  special 
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collection  for  the  Brown  Creek  Building  Fund. 

At  that  same  business  meeting,  the  church  formed  a 
special  committee  to  study  Red  Hill's  building  needs. 
Brady  Martin,  Jesse  Porter,  Fred  Randall,  Horace  Pope, 
Robert  Sinclair,  Ernest  Thomas  and  Dewey  Johnson 
made  up  the  committee. 

Plans  regarding  enlarged  and  remodeled  areas  in  the 
church  continued  to  develop  in  a  rapid  series  of  events  in 
1962: 

1.  Jan.  14  —  Church  gave  or  pledged  $1,590  toward 
building.  Guy  Edwards  became  building  fund  trea- 
surer. 

2.  Jan.  28  —  Building  program  delayed  until  $3000 
raised. 

3.  March  1 1  —  I.F.  Thomas  family  donated  $500  toward 
baptistry. 

4.  May  20  —  Fund  Raising  Committee  of  Ruth  Ed- 
wards, Paul  Hendley,  James  E.  Martin  formed. 

5.  Sept.  9  —  Budget  of  $7,890  adopted.  Deacons  author- 
ized to  borrow  any  additional  funds. 

In  April  of  1962,  our  church  reached  out  again  to  help 
another  church  organize.  We  sent  our  pastor,  Rev.  George 
White,  to  Columbus,  Ohio  to  help  establish  a  mission 
which  was  later  called  Woodland  Baptist  Church.  From 
October,  1962  thru  September,  1963,  our  church  sent 
$25.00  per  month  to  help  with  the  expenses  of  the  new 
congregation. 

The  pastor  of  Woodland  Baptist  Church,  Delano 
McMinn,  visited  our  church  and  held  a  weekend  revival. 
While  he  was  here,  he  stayed  in  the  home  of  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Jodie  Lee.  Upon  his  return  home,  he  sent  the  following 
letter  thanking  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  for  their  hospitality: 

Dear  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee: 

We  arrived  home  safely  at  4:25,  came  through  some 
snow  in  the  mountains  of  Virginia,  but  did  not  have  any 
trouble. 

I  want  to  express  again  my  appreciation  to  you  for  your 
hospitality  and  kindness  while  I  was  with  you  in  your 
home.  It  was  so  good  to  be  there  with  you  in  the  church 
and  to  fellowship  with  you.  I  trust  that  our  meeting 
together  shall  be  a  continued  inspiration  to  you  and  to  the 
church,  and  to  all  those  who  made  decisions  during  our 
time  there. 

The  flowers  remained  fresh  and  were  really  beautiful  in 
the  services  on  Sunday. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  everything,  hope  to  see  you 
sometime  this  summer,  and  to  hear  from  your  church 
concerning  interest  in  the  Stelzer  mission  which  we  began 
on  December  29th. 

May  God  bless  you.  Give  our  love  to  all  the  people. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Delano  T.  McMinn 
Pastor 

Red  Hill  hosted  the  annual  meeting  of  Anson  Associa- 
tion in  October,  1962. 

Red  Hill  used  its  baptistry  for  the  first  time  on  Septem- 
ber 30,  1962. 


On  March  10,  1963,  Horace  Pope  and  Ernest  Thomas 
were  ordained  as  deacons. 

On  June  30,  1963,  the  church  took  a  strong  stand 
against  an  ABC  store  coming  to  Wadesboro. 

In  September  of  1963,  the  church  voted  to  install  a  new 
furnace  in  the  parsonage  at  the  cost  of  $700.00. 

In  two  short  years  after  the  addition  of  Sunday  school 
rooms  and  the  baptistry,  the  church  was  ready  to  pay  off 
the  debt. 

Rev.  White  resigned  on  March  1,  1964.  In  a  July  12, 
1965  letter  to  the  church  clerk,  Rev.  White  summarized 
his  Red  Hill  ministry,  "The  thing  of  consequence  that 
happened  was  building  the  educational  building  along 
with  the  baptistry.  The  building  was  paid  for  and  fur- 
nished during  that  time." 

During  the  period  in  1964  without  a  preacher,  the 
pastorium  was  updated.  A  garage  and  utility  room  were 
added. 

Earl  Robertson,  Mayo  Peters,  Mamie  Edwards,  Ruby 
Pope  and  Lincoln  Martin  were  the  pulpit  committee 
appointed  to  secure  a  new  pastor.  The  deacons  secured  the 
services  of  Mr.  Dave  Boyles  of  High  Point  to  supply  for 
three  months. 

It  did  not  take  long  to  find  a  new  pastor.  By  June  of  that 
year.  Rev.  Richard  Brewer  of  High  Point  began  his 
ministry.  Green  Street  Church  of  High  Point  ordained 
him  as  a  minister. 


Rev.  Richard  Brewer  and  Mrs.  Minnie  Pope 
Taken  in  August  1965  at  the  church's  centennial  celebration.  (Mrs.  Pope 
was  the  oldest  member  of  the  church.) 
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Brewer,  a  vocalist,  appreciated  the  role  of  music  in  the 
church.  At  the  first  business  meeting  under  his  leadership, 
the  church  voted  to  buy  an  organ  and  chimes  at  the  cost  of 
$3,000.00  but  church  funds  were  not  to  be  used.  Mrs. 
Brewer  was  elected  organist.  Music  continued  to  play  a 
major  role  in  Red  Hill  Church. 

Ralph  Troutman  was  ordained  as  a  deacon  in  October 
18,  1964. 

The  basement  under  the  church  was  incomplete.  Some 
work  had  been  done  on  it  as  funds  were  available.  But  the 
Sunday  school  and  church  were  growing  now.  On  July  25, 
1965,  the  church  borrowed  $1,500.00  to  complete  the 
basement  with  the  exception  of  tile.  More  work  would  be 
done  to  the  basement  in  ensuing  years  to  make  it  a 
pleasant  place  for  Sunday  school  classes  and  social  events. 
Part  of  the  $1500.00  was  spent  to  insulate  the  parsonage. 

In  July,  Ernest  Thomas  resigned  as  deacon. 

On  August  15,  1965,  Red  Hill  Baptist  Church  was  100 
years  old.  It  had  come  from  a  school  house  building  to  a 
modern  facility.  Pastors  had  come  and  gone,  members 
lived  and  died,  changes  in  worship  had  taken  place.  In  it 
all,  God's  truth  marched  on.  A  history  committee  com- 
posed of  Mrs.  Minnie  Pope,  Mrs.  Josie  Randle,  Daphne 
Lee,  Lucy  Martin,  Mamie  Edwards,  Sara  Martin  and 
Ralph  Troutman  was  formed  to  plan  a  celebration.  This 
committee  gathered  church  records  and  documents  from 
members'  homes  to  put  on  display  at  the  church.  They  also 
organized  an  "old  timey"  day  and  had  published  in  the 
local  paper  a  history  of  the  church. 

Johnny  Pope  was  ordained  as  a  deacon  on  October  31, 
1965. 

During  these  years,  the  membership  continued  to  work 
together  in  "peace  and  harmony".  The  need  was  seen  for 
covers  to  be  put  on  the  outside  doors  in  the  basement,  also 
sidewalks  were  needed  to  connect  these  doors  to  the  front 
of  the  church.  Both  of  these  projects  were  discussed  and 
voted  on  in  1966,  but  records  indicate  that  this  project  was 
presented  again  in  1967. 

It  was  on  July  17, 1966,  that  Johnny  Wilson,  one  of  our 
own,  surrendered  to  preach.  On  August  28,  Johnny  was 
licensed  by  the  church  and  on  that  night  he  delivered  his 
first  sermon. 

This  same  month,  Ralph  Troutman  resigned  as  a 
deacon. 

In  September  of  1966,  the  church  entered  the  Southern 
Baptist  Retirement  Plan  for  pastors.  It's  now  known  as 
the  Annuity  Program  of  the  Southern  Baptist  convention. 

Dewey  Johnson  was  ordained  a  deacon  on  September 
25,  1966. 

Rev.  Richard  Brewer  gave  his  resignation  to  the  church 
on  October  2,  1966,  to  become  pastor  at  Cool  Springs 
Baptist  Church  in  Sanford,  N.C.  A  pulpit  committee 
recommended  by  the  deacons  was  Guy  Edwards,  Horace 
Pope,  Cecil  Sikes,  Sara  Martin  and  Priscilla  Randall. 
Rommie  Pierce  would  serve  as  interim  pastor.  On  Novem- 
ber 6, 1966,  Rommie  Pierce  began  serving  our  church.  He 
united  with  our  church  by  letter.  His  salary  was  the  same 
as  the  pastor's  salary  —  $5,356.00. 


The  members  elected  Mr.  Pierce  as  our  pastor  on 
December  4,  1966,  and  on  December  25  he  accepted  the 
call  extended  him  and  then  began  a  long,  eventful  pasto- 
rate. It  was  in  January,  1967,  that  the  practice  of  placing  a 
red  rose  in  the  church  for  each  new  baby  was  begun.  Rev. 
Pierce  always  had  a  prayer  of  dedication  at  this  time. 

In  June  of  1967  the  deacons  presented  a  list  of  things  to 
be  done  for  the  improvement  of  the  building  and  comfort 
of  the  members: 

1.  Air  conditioning  sanctuary  &  upstairs  classrooms 
($5,691.00) 

2.  Heating  and  air  conditioning  sanctuary  &  upstairs 
classrooms  ($6,783.00) 

3.  Insulation  of  attic  and  stairway  to  attic  ($550.00) 

4.  To  build  front  on  church  ($3,200.00) 

5.  To  build  both  side  entrances  ($1,000.00) 

6.  To  carpet  sanctuary  ($1,000.00) 

After  discussion,  the  projects  and  their  completion  were 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  deacons.  These  projects  were 
completed  in  stages. 

On  August  13,  Mrs.  Mattie  Porter,  Miss  Mamie  Ed- 
wards and  Mrs.  Daphne  Lee  were  appointed  to  serve  as  a 
carpet  committee.  The  deacons  and  carpet  committee 
were  given  the  authority  to  choose  a  color  they  thought 
would  be  suitable.  The  vestibule  was  to  be  carpeted  also. 
Paul  Turner  was  ordained  a  deacon  on  October  8, 1967, 
at  the  morning  worship  service. 

Rotation  of  Deacons 

Term  Expires 
Mayo  Peters  1968 

Cecil  Sikes  1968 

Johnny  Pope  1969 

Lincoln  Martin  1969 

Earl  Robertson  1970 

Dewey  Johnson  1970 

Paul  Turner  1971 

New  gold  carpeting  was  installed  in  mid  February,  1968. 
Some  other  projects  planned  and  completed  were: 

1.  To  run  water  line  from  meter  to  pastorium  and  for 
church  to  pay  water  bill  for  pastorium. 

2.  Install  two  wooden  screen  doors  and  window  screens 
to  new  part  of  basement. 

3.  To  insulate  with  bats  or  roll  insulation  the  attic  of  the 
upstairs  portion  of  the  church. 

4.  To  take  part  in  the  finances  of  the  Greater  Anson 
Crusade 

5.  Pay  for  carpet  to  be  used  in  nursery 

On  September  29, 1968,  Carey  Edwards  was  ordained  a 
deacon. 

From  the  minutes  of  the  church  dated  April  13,  1969: 

Red  Hill  Baptist  church  conference  was  held  today  and 
our  pastor.  Rev.  Rommie  Pierce,  recognized  Lincoln  Mar- 
tin, Chairman  of  the  Deacons,  who  presented  to  the 
church  the  following  recommendation: 

The  deacons  of  Red  Hill  Baptist  Church  do  unani- 
mously recommend  the  installation  of  heating  and  air 
conditioning  in  upstairs  classrooms  and  auditorium.  Also 
to  include  disappearing  stairway  in  library.  Contract  to  go 
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G  A  Coronation  for  Karen  Lee,  Cynthia  Edwards  and  Sylvia  Pope.  From  left:  Sandra  Howell,  Bryan  Edwards,  Daryle  Pope,  Wanda  Pope,  Lisa  Martin, 
Rhonda  Edwards,  Karen  Lee,  Cynthia  Edwards,  Sylvia  Pope,  Pam  Randle,  Fonda  Edwards,  Vicky  Handle,  Patty  Johnson  and  Debbie  Tyson. 


to  Raeford  Lee  Thomas  at  the  cost  of  $6,300.00. 

James  Cox  was  elected  R.A.  Group  leader  and  was  given 
the  go  ahead  to  organize  a  pioneer  and  ambassador  group. 
Thus  began  a  learning  and  exciting  time  for  the  boys  in 
our  church.  There  was  camping,  hiking,  weekend  trips, 
crafts  and  studying  as  James  gave  so  freely  of  his  time. 

Upon  the  request  of  Rocky  River  Baptist  Church,  an 
ordination  service  was  held  for  Johnny  Wilson  on  May  25, 
1969.  The  Rev.  Rommie  Pierce  delivered  the  ordination 
sermon.  The  charge  to  the  candidate  was  by  Rev.  Charles 
Broome  and  the  charge  to  the  church  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
Randle.  Rev.  Earl  Pym  presented  the  Bible.  The  benedic- 
tion was  by  Rev.  Johnny  Wilson. 

On  October  5,  1969,  William  Pope  was  ordained  as  a 
deacon. 

Also  in  October,  it  was  agreed  to  paint  the  auditorium 
and  the  outside  of  the  church  for  the  amount  of  $500.00. 

One  significant  event  regarding  young  people  took  place 
on  Sunday,  January  11,  1970.  The  church  observed  a 
Coronation  Service  by  the  children's  missionary  organiza- 
tions. The  Girls  Auxiliary,  composed  of  girls  and  young 
women,  studied  and  recited  Scripture  passages,  studied 
about  Baptist  mission  work  and  worked  toward  advancing 
steps  with  the  highest  step  being  Queen.  The  missions 
organization  for  both  boys  and  girls  was  the  Sunbeam 
Band.  Mrs.  James  Cox  and  Mrs.  Roy  Edwards  led  the 
impressive  ceremony  that  night.  Those  taking  part  were 
Queens:  Cynthia  Edwards,  Sylvia  Pope  and  Karen  Lee; 
Ladies  in  Waiting:  Vicki  Randall  and  Pattie  Johnson; 
Maidens:  Ronda  Edwards,  Fonda  Edwards,  Pamela  Ran- 
dle and  Lisa  Martin;  Sunbeam  Band:  Wanda  Pope,  Darrell 


Pope  and  Brian  Edwards;  Buglers:  Debbie  Tyson  and 
Sandra  Howell.  We  still  have  young  people  organizations 
involved  in  these  activities,  but  their  names  have  changed 
to  Acteens  and  Mission  Friends. 

Red  Hill  hosted  the  annual  meeting  of  Anson  Associa- 
tion in  October,  1970. 

Several  years  prior  to  1971,  the  ladies  of  the  church 
made  white  adults'  and  childrens'  choir  robes.  The  first 
purchased  robes  were  given  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie 
Pope  by  her  family  in  August  of  1971.  In  addition  to  the 
robes,  Mrs.  Pope's  family  presented  to  the  church,  the 
American  and  Christian  Flags  with  staffs,  and  stands. 
They  also  presented  the  silver  urn  used  for  floral  arrange- 
ments. 

During  Rev.  Pierce's  pastorate,  projects  completed 
were: 

1.  1972  —  repaired  basement  adding  cabinets  and  light 
fixtures 

2.  1974  —  purchased  new  light  fixtures  for  auditorium 
3. 1974  —  purchased  6  window  air  conditioners  for  the 

basement 
4.  1974  —  microfilmed  one  church  record  book 
Red  Hill  has  been  interested  in  softball  for  a  long  time. 
In  1974,  Rommie  Pierce  with  the  help  of  some  far-sighted 
members  found  a  place  for  the  teams  to  have  their  own  ball 
field.  Cecil  and  Alice  Sikes  leased  to  the  church,  rent  free, 
2  V2  to  3  acres  of  land  on  top  of  the  hill  on  the  rural  paved 
road  leading  from  the  Ansonville-Polkton  Road  to  the  Red 
Hill  parsonage.  The  lease  is  effective  until  June  23,  1994 
under  the  condition  that  the  land  be  used  for  recreation  for 
the  community  and  Red  Hill  Baptist  Church. 
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Improvements  to  the  land  were  donated.  Dugouts  for 
ball  teams  were  given  in  memory  of  Jesse  Porter.  Paul 
Turner  leveled  the  ground  for  the  diamond  and  the 
outfield.  Lighting  for  the  field  was  done  by  George  Ran- 
dall. 

Ball  team  members,  families  and  friends  have  tradi- 
tionally worked  the  fourth  of  July  weekend  hosting  a 
men's  tournament.  Profits  from  this  endeavor  have  sup- 
ported the  men's  team,  and  later  the  women's  team  and 
related  projects. 

Dexter  Wilson  remembers  Rommie  Pierce  with  great 
fondness.  "He  took  us  everywhere.  We  went  to  his  moun- 
tain cabin,  we  fished,  we  camped.  We  loved  him  and  he 
loved  us."  Rommie  Pierce  was  a  people  person.  People  and 
their  needs  were  of  more  importance  to  him  than  pro- 
grams. He  set  a  tone  in  his  ministry  which  still  shapes  the 
Red  Hill  church.  In  March,  1975,  he  resigned  to  retire  at 
age  72. 
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October  13,  1979 

Rommie  Pierce,  77,  Dies 

Rommie  Pierce,  77,  of  Marshville, 
retired  Baptist  pastor,  died  after  a  brief 
illness  in  early  Sep- 
tember. 

For  more  than  50 
years  until  his  re- 
tirement in  1975,  he 
served  as  a  teacher, 
musician  and  pastor, 
teaching  until  the 
early  1950s  at  Win- 
gate  College. 

He  served  Plaza 
Church,  Charlotte, 
for  10  years  and  the  Red  Hill  Church, 
Polkton  until  his  retirement.  He  also 
served  a  South  Carolina  church.  He 
was  a  graduate  of  Cumberland  Col- 
lege, Lebanon,  Tenn. 

Funeral  services  for  Pierce  were 
held  at  Faulks  Church,  Marshville, 
where  he  was  a  member. 


Pierce 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bobby  Bell 


Rev.  Larry  Holt 


Dr.  Bobby  Bell  of  Wingate  College  served  as  interim 
minister  from  October,  1975  until  May,  1977.  He  effec- 
tively aided  the  church  to  work  through  the  sense  of  loss 
when  Rev.  Pierce  retired.  During  Dr.  Bell's  term  of  service, 
the  church  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  a  constitu- 
tion. Dewey  Johnson,  Mayo  Peters,  Ruth  Edwards  and 
Lucy  Martin  served  on  the  committee. 


Larry  Holt  began  his  duties  as  minister  on  June  12, 
1977.  Mr.  Holt,  native  of  Stanly  County,  graduated  from 
Wingate  College,  University  of  Tennessee  and  the  Univer- 
sity of  Alabama.  He  and  his  wife  moved  into  the  parsonage 
and  he  began  his  work. 

Three  deacons  were  ordained  that  year:  Dexter  Wilson 
on  August  6,  Lavon  Tyson  and  John  Lee  on  November  6. 
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In  January  of  1978,  the  church  voted  to  purchase  a  bus 
through  donations.  The  school  bus  which  was  purchased 
served  the  congregation  for  trips  to  amusement  parks, 
church  events  and  tours. 

The  deacons  have  served  breakfast  to  the  congregation 
following  Easter  sunrise  service  for  years.  This  tradition 
began  in  1978. 

Rev.  Holt  resigned  in  July,  1978.  He  had  served  the 
church  for  one  year. 

The  church  voted  to  purchase  the  fire  tower  property,  1 
acre  of  land,  for  $1,000.00  from  Anson  County  in  Decem- 
ber of  1978.  It  was  October  of  1979  before  that  deed  was 
obtained. 
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Dr.  Byrnes  Coleman 

Dr.  Byrns  Coleman,  professor  of  Religion  at  Wingate 
College  came  as  interim.  He  served  until  January,  1979. 
During  that  same  year,  Darrell  Edwards  was  ordained  as  a 
deacon. 

In  August  of  that  year,  the  church  voted  to  give 
$1,000.00  to  the  building  fund  of  the  new  associational 
office  in  Wadesboro. 

Early  in  1979,  Rev.  Robert  (Bob)  Smith,  became  pastor. 
Bob  had  been  in  the  armed  services  as  a  pilot,  had  taught 
school  and  was  a  corporate  pilot  before  he  resigned  to 
begin  his  first  pastorate  at  Red  Hill.  He  still  says  it  was  a 
grand  church  for  a  minister  to  get  started.  He  and  his  wife 
and  children  moved  into  the  community  and  became  part 
of  many  local  events. 

Although  the  deacons  had  recommended  the  addition  of 
a  room  and  bath  to  the  parsonage  in  early  January,  work 
was  not  begun  until  Robert  Smith  was  on  the  field.  When 
completed,  the  addition  included  a  bath,  walk-in  closet 
and  two  bedrooms. 

The  summer  of  1979  was  filled  with  activities  for  Red 
Hill  youth.  David  Cooke,  the  church's  only  youth  minister, 
was  employed  that  summer.  It  seemed  that  when  the 
church  bus  wasn't  moving,  it  was  broken  down  along  the 
road  somewhere. 


Rev.  Robert  Smith  and  Mrs.  Carolyn  Smith 


Renovations  and  remodeling  continued  under  Rev. 
Smith's  leadership.  In  May,  1980,  renovation  to  include 
painting,  pew  cushions  and  carpet  was  approved.  Follow- 
ing the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Boyd  Tyson  on  December  22, 
1979,  a  memorial  and  honorarium  was  begun  to  cover  the 
sanctuary  pews.  Other  donations  for  pew  covers  were 
recorded  on  a  plaque  in  the  vestibule.  In  October,  money 
was  borrowed  to  roof  and  replace  gutters. 

A  public  address  system  had  been  anonymously  donated 
to  the  church  the  previous  year.  The  silver  candelabras 
used  during  communion  were  also  donated  by  Ruth  Car- 
penter. 

Red  Hill  Day  was  launched  in  1980.  The  idea  was  to 
start  each  new  church  year  with  special  emphasis.  Church 
members  gather  about  one  mile  from  the  church  and 
prepare  a  parade.  The  parade  winds  past  the  church  and 
down  to  the  Red  Hill  ball  field.  Youngsters  play  games  the 
rest  of  that  afternoon.  At  5:30  p.m.,  everyone  returns  to 
the  church  for  supper.  On  the  first  Saturday  of  October 
each  year.  Red  Hill  Day  launches  another  church  year. 
Local  celebrities  take  part  in  the  parade  including  the 
mayor  of  Eggtown,  Fred  Randall.  In  recent  years,  another 
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feature  catches  the  attention  of  everyone.  "Miss  Red  Hill" 
makes  an  appearance  on  the  lead  float,  when  the  preacher 
or  other  good  natured  person  can  be  coaxed  into  playing 
that  part. 

More  building  improvements  continued.  In  January, 
1982,  the  church  began  setting  aside  the  fifth  Sunday 
offerings  to  renovate  the  sanctuary  and  basement.  By  May 
of  the  same  year,  work  was  ready  to  begin.  The  list 
included  refinishing  pews,  varnishing  floors,  carpeting 
aisle,  pulpit  area  and  choir  wings,  and  adding  additional 
lights.  Deacons  were  authorized  to  borrow  $5,000.00  if 
needed.  On  June  27,  all  offering  over  $600.00  went  to  pay 
for  this  renovation. 

On  September  26,  1982,  the  church  authorized  Rev. 
Smith  to  draw  up  a  petition  supporting  CACTUS  (Citi- 
zens Against  Chemical  Toxins  in  Underground  Storage.) 
This  organization  has  been  successful  in  keeping  haz- 
ardous waste  disposal  out  of  Anson  County. 

Red  Hill's  softball  teams  were  winning  trophies  every 
summer.  Where  could  they  be  stored  and  displayed?  The 
Young  Men's  Sunday  School  Class  built  a  trophy  case  in 
the  fellowship  hall  in  memory  of  Paul  Turner,  Sr.,  who 
died  in  October,  1982.  Today  that  trophy  case  is  nearly  full 
of  awards. 


Dr.  Walter  Woodson,  Jr. 


Mavis  Turner,  widow  of  Paul  Turner  Sr.  was  given 
permission  to  place  a  handmade  pulpit  hanging  and  a 
table  stole  in  memory  of  her  husband. 

Stones  in  the  cemetery  were  repaired  by  the  Men's  Class 
in  June,  1984. 

Rev.  Bob  Smith  resigned  effective  October  28,  1984. 
Before  he  left  the  church  field,  parsonage  trim  work  was 
covered  with  vinyl  and  a  fireplace  insert  was  installed. 

Robert  Smith  and  his  wife  left  behind  many  friends.  His 
ministry  was  appreciated  by  all.  One  of  his  daughters, 
Elisabeth,  married  Chris  Randall  and  remained  in  the 
community.  Robert  visits  his  friends  and  his  family  and 
continues  to  show  interest  in  Red  Hill's  activities. 

Tony  Martin  and  Ray  Hinson  began  serving  as  deacons 
in  1984. 

Dr.  Walter  Woodson,  Jr.  began  serving  as  interim  pastor 
on  December  2, 1984.  He  is  an  English  teacher  at  Wingate 
College  and  has  served  a  number  of  churches  in  Anson 
County  as  a  supply  pastor.  He  became  the  pastor  in 
February,  1985. 

During  1985,  three  important  events  took  place.  First, 
the  church  voted  to  have  $25,000.00  worth  of  renovation 
done  in  the  basement.  All  rooms  were  paneled,  carpet  was 
installed  and  the  kitchen  remodeled. 

A  second  project  concerned  the  ball  field.  The  field  was 
used  regularly,  but  lacked  eating  and  restroom  facilities. 
Red  Hill's  ball  team  did  most  of  the  work  on  this  project. 
The  fieldhouse,  made  of  cinder  block,  is  used  during  the 
summer  especially  on  July  fourth  weekend  when  Red  Hill 
holds  its  annual  softball  tournament. 

On  Homecoming  Sunday,  August  18,  1985,  the  church 
honored  the  memory  of  Rommie  Pierce.  A  portrait  of  Mr. 
Pierce  was  unveiled  at  that  service  by  members  of  his 
family. 

B.C.  Beal  became  pastor  in  September  of  that  year. 
When  he  moved  to  the  church  field,  he  brought  with  him 
his  lovely  wife,  Polly.  The  church  members  accepted  and 
loved  this  couple  from  the  outset.  B  C.  exerted  strong 
leadership  in  every  area. 

The  Christian  Service  Sunday  School  class  led  the 
church  in  producing  its  first  directory.  The  walkway  from 
the  church  to  the  road  was  redone.  Around  this  time,  a  rail 
for  the  cemetery  steps  was  donated:  "In  memory  of 
Nathan  T  Parker  by  wife  Ruth  T.  Parker".  On  May  4, 
1986,  the  congregation  accepted  the  generous  donation  of 
the  James  Earl  Martin,  Sr.  family  to  build  a  handicap 
ramp. 

Bob  Sikes  was  ordained  as  a  deacon  in  1986. 

Plans  for  a  fellowship  hall  developed  rapidly.  Mr.  Her- 
bert Hancock,  descendent  of  Capt.  Devotion  Hancock, 
made  a  gift  of  $25,000.00.  The  cornerstone  of  the  fellow- 
ship building  reads,  "Red  Hill  Fellowship  Building  in 
honor  of  Mr.  E.  Herbert  Hancock,  March  1987". 

The  sequence  of  events  in  completing  the  fellowship 
building  moved  with  haste.  On  January  18,  1987,  the 
fellowship  building  planning  committee,  consisting  of 
Guy  Edwards,  Irene  Pope,  Sarah  Johnson,  Benton  Ran- 
dall, J.E.  Martin,  Mary  Alice  Dixon  and  Lavon  Tyson 
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Herbert  Hancock  (in  suit) 
John  Staton  (the  only  honorary  member  of  Red  Hill  Church) 
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Picture  of  cornerstone  of  Fellowship  Building 


recommended  a  building  to  cost  $118,000.00.  The  church 
approved  the  recommendation  and  two  months  later, 
ground  breaking  ceremonies  were  held.  Taking  part  in  the 
worship  service  were  Rev.  Jim  Crocker,  Dr.  Walter  Wood- 
son, Rev.  John  Staton  (descendent  of  Uriah  Staton)  and 
Rev.  B.C.  Beal,  Jr.,  Pastor.  Participating  in  the  ground 
breaking  were  Tony  Martin,  Chairman  of  Deacons,  Lin- 
coln Martin,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  Lavon 
Tyson,  Chairman  of  the  Planning-Building  Committee, 
John  Maske,  contractor,  and  Rev.  B.C.  Beal,  Jr.  On  that 
same  day,  $32,000.00  in  contributions  and  $10,000.00  in 


Obituaries 

Mr.  Hancock 

Emmett  Herbert  Hancock,  93,  of 
North  Church  Street,  Charlotte,  died 
Sunday,  Jan.  21, 1990  at  his  home. 

Born  in  Greensboro,  he  was 
retired  from  the  U.S.  Army.  He  was 
the  oldest  member  of  Red  Hill  Bap- 
tist Church.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge  in  San  Antonio,  Tex., 
where  he  also  was  a  member  of  the 
Scottish  Rite  Body. 

Graveside  services  wUl  be  held  at 
1  p.m.  tomorrow  (Wednesday,  Jan. 
24)  at  Red  Hill  Baptist  Church. 

Survivors  include  four  nephews, 
James  and  Wlater  Smith  of  Fayet- 
teville,  Herbert  Smith  of  Wadesboro 
and  Millard  Smith  of  Charlotte; 
three  neices,  Mrs.  Christine  Helms 
of  Marshall,  Mrs.  Nell  Kibben  of 
Charlotte  and  Mrs.  Claudia  Sanders 
of  Charlotte. 

McEwen  Funeral  Home  of 
Charlotte  was  in  charge  of  the  ar- 
rangements. 


pledges  were  donated  towards  this  project.  This  outpour- 
ing was  a  result  of  a  finance  committee  contacting  friends 
and  members  of  Red  Hill  to  inform  them  of  the  building 
project,  the  special  day,  and  the  goal  of  $25,000.00  Contri- 
butions of  $500.00  or  more  given  in  memory  or  honor  of 
someone  were  recorded  on  a  plaque  in  the  entrance  of  the 
fellowship  building.  In  June,  the  church  agreed  to  borrow 
$45,000.00  to  complete  the  fellowship  building.  The  dea- 
cons were  authorized  to  make  extra  payments  on  the  note 
when  the  church  treasury  exceeded  $5,000.00.  The  dedica- 
tion of  the  building  was  held  October  11.  The  debt  was 
paid  a  year  after  the  building  was  completed.  In  celebra- 
tion, a  note  burning  was  observed  January  29,  1989. 
Participating  in  the  ceremony  were  Horace  Pope  and 
Cecil  Sikes. 

The  fellowship  building  is  used  on  a  regular  basis  for 
meals,  parties,  club  meetings  and  other  events.  One  Sun- 
day School  class  meets  in  the  front  part  of  the  building.  On 
February  4,  1990,  a  portrait  of  B.C.  Beal  was  hung  in  this 
building  as  a  memorial  to  Rev.  Beal's  ministry. 

There  were  other  matters  which  came  to  completion 
during  the  Beal  years.  In  1988,  the  church  established  a 
trust  with  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Foundation  to 
activate  an  account  for  maintenance  of  the  cemetery. 
$1,000.00  was  sent  to  open  this  account.  This  guarantees 
the  cemetery  will  be  kept  in  perpetual  care. 

The  church  also  adopted  a  resolution  opposing  a  state 
wide  lottery  that  was  to  be  sent  to  state  legislators.  It  sent 
$100.00  to  help  pay  expenses  for  the  missionary  home  in 
Wingate,  a  WMU  project  to  provide  a  home  for  mission- 
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aries  home  on  furlough.  Among  the  last  things  accom- 
plished this  year  was  the  establishment  of  a  joint  scholar- 
ship fund  with  Wingate  College.  The  church  contributes 
$250.00  (from  the  parents)  to  the  college  as  a  scholarship 
for  the  student  and  the  college  matches  it.  Also  in  this 
year,  the  bus/van  fund  was  begun  and  Ronald  Davis  was 
ordained  as  a  deacon. 

B.C.  and  Polly  visited  among  the  congregation  on  a 
regular  basis.  Especially  the  shut-ins  remember  his  visits. 
Myrtle  Tyson  recalls  B.C.  popping  in  frequently,  "He 
brought  me  the  news,  he  shared  a  good  word  and  he  prayed 
with  me.  I  enjoyed  his  visits." 

Another  special  event  launched  by  Mr.  Beal  was  Sara  E. 
Martin  Recognition  Day.  She  began  her  twenty-second 
year  as  treasurer  in  1990.  Flowers  were  placed  in  the 
church  in  Sara's  honor.  During  the  fellowship  meal,  she 
was  presented  with  a  plaque  and  gift  certificate.  It  was 
indeed  appropriate  to  recognize  her  service. 

Rev.  Beal  worked  closely  with  young  people.  Three 
Sundays  after  his  death,  this  group  led  the  worship 
service.  He  had  met  with  them  and  planned  the  event. 

The  clerk's  entry  for  February  10,  1989,  stated  the 
following  news,  "B.C.  Beal  died.  He  became  ill  while 
attending  the  Baptist  conference  in  Greensboro.  He  was 
placed  in  the  hospital  where  he  grew  progressively  worse 
until  his  death."  His  obituary  in  the  M  &  I  stated  that  he 
died  in  Moses  Cone  Hospital  of  a  heart  ailment  at  age  55. 
His  funeral  service  was  held  at  Red  Hill,  where  he  had  lain 
in  state.  Interment  followed  in  Lincoln  County.  B.C.  was 
survived  by  his  wife,  Polly,  and  two  sons.  Rev.  Mickey  Beal 
and  Jerry  Beal. 


Like  Rommie  Pierce,  B.C.  Beal  was  a  people  person.  He 
visited  the  shut-ins,  he  ministered  to  those  who  were  ill,  he 
made  friends  all  over  the  community.  His  death  was  a 
terrible  loss.  He  was  a  good  man  and  a  faithful  pastor. 

Dr.  Walter  Woodson  returned  to  the  church  on  March 
19,  1989.  Dr.  Woodson  tried  to  deal  with  the  grief  of  the 
people.  People  remained  intensely  loyal  to  the  church.  In 
December,  the  church  purchased  a  new  bus  for  $42,000.00 
That  plan  got  underway  while  Mr.  Beal  was  pastor. 

Red  Hill,  at  Dr.  Woodson's  suggestion,  began  a  year- 
long celebration  of  its  125th  anniversary  in  August,  1989. 
Special  events  have  continued  throughout  the  year. 

The  cornerstone  was  opened  in  September  and  two  time 
capsules'  contents  were  shown.  The  two  copper  canisters 
contained  "Power",  a  publication  with  an  article  about 
Rev.  A.R.  Brothers,  a  copy  of  "Charity  &  Children", 
several  pictures,  "My  Counselor"  which  contained  an 
article  about  Rev.  Brothers,  a  small  Bible  which  contained 
several  pictures,  a  check  by  W.H.  Randle  to  Sears  and 


Cornerstone  Opening,  Dr.  Walter  Woodson  and  Dexter  Biles 


Rev.  B.  C.  Beal 


Members  at  cornerstone  opening 
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Roebuck  for  $4.17  for  a  rope  hoist,  the  "Messenger  and 
Intelligence"  dated  10/16/47,  a  list  of  contributions  for  the 
new  church  building,  an  1865  three  cent  piece,  and  a  1947 
dime. 

In  October,  the  Wingate  Glee  Club  performed  at  a 
special  service. 

November  12  was  set  aside  as  "Ole  Timey  Day".  People 
dressed  as  their  ancestors  and  people  rode  to  church  on 
bedecked  horses.  All  classes  met  in  the  auditorium  like  in 
the  olden  days.  Even  a  pump  organ  was  brought  in  for 
music.  A  great  time  was  had  by  all. 

Rocky  River  Church,  mother  church  of  Red  Hill, 
brought  its  congregation  to  worship  on  January  21,  1990. 
Rev.  Rex  Burleson,  their  pastor,  delivered  the  sermon  and 
their  choir  provided  music.  Other  items  in  the  year-long 
celebration  are  listed  in  the  appendix.  The  year  will  climax 
with  a  sermon  by  Dr.  Roy  Smith,  executive  director  of  the 
North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention. 

In  late  September  of  1989,  many  parts  of  North  and 
South  Carolina  were  devastated  by  hurricane  Hugo.  Many 
families  lost  their  homes,  had  severe  damage,  were  with- 
out power  or  water  for  days  or  experienced  a  combination 
of  these  disasters.  To  assist  Clarodan  County,  S.C,  loads 
of  clothing  were  contributed  by  church  members  and 
delivered  by  Ruby  and  William  Pope,  Guy  Edwards,  and 
Daphne  and  Jodie  Lee. 

On  January  7,  1990,  Dr.  Woodson  challenged  the  con- 
gregation to  dream  new  dreams.  He  referred  to  the  leaders 
from  the  church's  past  who  were  not  afraid  to  try  new 
ways.  "Following  in  their  footsteps,  it  is  time  to  dream  new 
dreams,"  he  said.  Rev.  Elwin  Melton,  pastor  of  Kennedy 
Home  Baptist  Church,  Kinston,  N.C.  became  the  pastor 
of  Red  Hill  Church  on  July  22,  1990. 

Red  Hill  is  an  amazing  church.  It  generously  supports 
mission  causes.  It  has  a  solid  group  of  families  who 
continue  to  attend.  Young  people  abound  and  babies  keep 
being  born. 

Surely  the  Spirit  of  God  is  in  this  place.  And  "peace  and 
harmony  continues  to  prevail." 


'-«         fe-»^~- 


Rev.  Elwin  Melton 


NOTES 

1.  "The  Anson  Record." 
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APPENDIX 


Ministers  of  Red  Hill  Baptist  Church 


(The  following  information 

comes  from  records  of  associa- 

1933  - 

-  1935 

Ray  Little 

tional  minutes  at  Wake  Forest  University  library.) 

1936  - 

-  1937 

Ernest  Smith  (Wingate 

1865  - 

-  1871 

A.E.  Bennett 

1938  - 

-  1939 

J.T.  Davis  (Wingate) 

S.P.  Morton 

1940 

L.A.  Honeycutt 

1872  - 

-  1880 

G.O.  Wilhoit 

1941  - 

-  1949 

A.R.  Brothers 

1881  - 

-  1882 

W.B.  Harrell 

1949 

None 

1882  - 

-  1883 

E.L.  Davis 

1950  - 

-  1952 

Clayton  Pope 

1884  - 

-  1885 

P.H.  Pernell 

1953 

None 

1886  - 

-  1889 

T.S.  Wright 

1954  - 

1955 

Bryan  Dosher 

1890  - 

-  1892 

J.W.  Little 

1956 

Jerry  Wallace 

1893  - 

-  1895 

C.H.  Martin 

1957  - 

-  1959 

Clegg  Allen 

1895  - 

-  1897 

J.W.  Hartsell 

1960 

None 

1898  - 

-  1901 

T.P.  Little 

1961  - 

-  1962 

George  White 

1902  - 

-  1904 

J.L.  Bennett 

1963 

None 

1905  - 

-  1907 

C.H.  Martin 

1964  - 

1965 

Richard  Brewer 

1908  - 

-  1909 

W.O.  Wilhoit 

1966 

None 

1910  - 

-  1911 

J.A.  Summey 

1967  - 

1976 

Rommie  Pierce 

1912  - 

-  1917 

G.O.  Wilhoit 

1976 

Bobby  Bell 

1918  - 

-  1920 

C.C.  Burris 

1977 

Larry  Holt 

1921  - 

-  1927 

M.L.  Dorton 

1977 

Byrns  Coleman 

1928  - 

-  1929 

J.D.  Howell 

1979  - 

1984 

Bob  Smith 

1930 

Zeb  Caudle 

1985 

Walter  Woodson 

1931 

T.P.  Little 

1985  - 

1989 

B.C.  Beal 

1932 

Ray  Little  (supply) 

1990 

Elwin  Melton 

Tentative  Program  for  the  On-going 
125th  Anniversary  Celebration 


Sept. 

17 

-  Opening  of  the  cornerstone 

Oct. 

8 

-  Wingate  Glee  Club  (night) 

Nov. 

19 

-  Old  Timey  Day 

Dec. 

-  Special  program  omitted  because 
Christmas  season. 

Jan. 

21 

-  Mother  Church,  Rocky  River  will 
be  invited. 

Feb. 

18 

-  Members  ordained  at  Red  Hill 
Church  to  the  ministry  will  be 
invited. 

Mar. 

18 

-  Former  pastors  will  be  invited. 

Apr. 

22 

-  Slide  presentation  of  days  gone 

by. 

-  Commemoration  of  veterans  in  the 

May 

20 

cemetery. 

June 

24 

-  Interesting  bits  from  the 

minutes  and  financial  reports. 

July 

15 

-  Brush  Arbor  Day 
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Red  Hill  Baptist  Church  Roll 


Austin,  Kelly 

Beachum,  Betty  Lou 

Beachum,  Catherine  T. 

Biles,  Holly 

Biles,  Jill  R. 

Black,  Carol 

Black,  Connie 

Black,  David  Y. 

Black,  Don 

Black,  Dorothy 

Black,  Margaret 

Black,  Natalie 

Black,  Stephanie 

Blalock,  Nancy  T. 

Bracken,  Martha 

Brooks,  Virginia  S. 

Burr,  Andy 

Burr,  Bobby 

Burr,  Mary  Ann 

Burr,  Paul  S. 

Carpenter,  James  R.  (Bobby) 

Carpenter,  Karen  L. 

Carpenter,  Ruth  L. 

Caudle,  John  M. 

Chisholm,  Dixie  F. 

Culp,  Sharon 

Curran,  Berta  E. 

Davis,  AUie  V. 

Davis,  Martha 

Davis,  Nancy  H. 

Davis,  Ronald 

Dawkins,  Carolyn  B. 

Dixon,  Mary  Alice 

Dunlap,  Eddie 

Dunlap,  Jason 

Dunlap,  Jonathan 

Dunlap,  Phyllis 

Edwards,  Brian 

Edwards,  Carey  P. 

Edwards,  Clayton  B.  (Blake) 

Edwards,  Darrell  K. 

Edwards,  Guy  R.,  Sr. 

Edwards,  Joe  B. 

Edwards,  Kyle 

Edwards,  Laura  M. 

Edwards,  Lisa  Fowler 


Edwards,  Mamie  L. 

Edwards,  Mary  E. 

Edwards,  Ruth  L. 

Edwards,  Sharon 

Faulkner,  Guy 

Fitton,  Dorothy  T. 

Fowler,  David 

Fowler,  Francis  M. 

Fowler,  Paul 

Frank,  Ruby  T. 

Funderburke,  Betty  T. 

Gaddy,  Annie  M. 

Gaddy,  Elsie 

Gilmore,  James  R.  (Ricky) 

Gilmore,  Louise 

Gilmore,  Miranda 

Griffin,  Louise  E. 

Hadden,  Julia  C. 

Hanna,  Nancy  S. 

Harrington,  Malvin,  Sr. 

Harrington,  Malvin,  Jr.  (Bucky) 

Harrington,  Carolyn 

Helms,  Macie 

Hill,  Catherine  Renae 

Hinson,  Becky 

Hinson,  Cynthia  S. 

Hinson,  Jessica 

Hinson,  Melissa 

Hinson,  Thomas  R.  (Ray) 

Hough,  Carl  B. 

Howell,  Ashley 

Howell,  Lucille  B. 

Hudson,  Lucy  T. 

Hyatt,  Arlene  '^ 

Hyatt,  Jennifer 

Hyatt,  Jo  Ann  F. 

Ingold,  C.  Richard 

Ingold,  Judy 

Ingold,  Lilly  R. 

Ingold,  Ruth  C. 

Ingold,  Tammy  J. 

Isom,  Ruby  C. 

Johnson,  Bessie  B. 

Johnson,  Dewey 

Johnson,  Jimmy  H. 

Johnson,  Leiah 


Johnson,  Sarah  W. 
Lawrence,  Patty  J. 
Lee,  Daphne  M. 
Lee,  Darryll 
Lee,  Denise 
Lee,  Dennis 
Lee,  Jodie  A. 
Lee,  John  W. 
Lee,  Laura  T. 
Lee,  Maggie  P. 
Lee,  Rodney  K. 
Lee,  Steve  W. 
Lisk,  Howard  Jr. 
Lisk,  Sherry  H. 
Luther,  Nora  Belle 
Martin,  A.  Lincoln,  Sr. 
Martin,  Argus  L. 
Martin,  Benjamin  E. 
Martin,  Carolyn  L. 
Martin,  Carrie  M. 
Martin,  Chandra 
Martin,  Davis,  Jr. 
Martin,  Dixie  L. 
Martin,  Douglas 
Martin,  Evelyn  M. 
Martin,  Fincher  L, 
Martin,  Frances  B. 
Martin,  J.  E.  Ill  (Jimmy) 
Martin,  James  E.  (J.E.),  Jr. 
Martin,  Jason 
Martin,  Jennifer 
Martin,  Kay  M. 
Martin,  Kenneth  M. 
Martin,  Line 
Martin,  Louis  L. 
Martin,  Lucy  E. 
Martin,  Margie  A. 
Martin,  Marlene  M. 
Martin,  Mike 
Martin,  Nancy  Y. 
Martin,  Patricia  H.  (Pat) 
Martin,  Robert  L. 
Martin,  Roy  H. 
Martin,  Sara  E. 
Martin,  Sheila  H. 
Martin,  Virginia  W. 
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Martin,  William  Anthony  (Tony) 

McCune,  Mae  W. 

McCune,  Tammi  M. 

McCune,  Timothy  S.  (Tim) 

McRae,  Dean 

McRae,  Nancy  Lynn 

VIelton,  Elwin 

Melton,  Jennifer 

Melton,  Ora  Lee 

VluUis,  Rebecca  R. 

Paul,  Amanda 

Paul,  Chad  J. 

Paul,  Freddie  J. 

:^aul,  Judy  W. 

r'eters,  Grovene 

?*eters.  Mayo 

i^onds,  Nancy  S. 

-*ope,  Adam 

^ope,  Brandon 

i^ope.  Brent 

^ope,  Cline 

^ope,  David  Lee 

^ope,  Felton 

^ope,  Frank  L. 

^ope,  Gail 

^ope,  Horace  K. 

^ope,  Irene 

^ope,  Jewell 

*ope,  John  D.  (Darryl) 

*ope,  John  E. 

^ope,  Phyllis  W. 

*ope,  Regina 

'ope,  Ricky 

*ope.  Ruby  B. 

*ope,  Ruth  A. 

'ope,  Teresa  L. 

'ope,  Tracy 

'ope,  Wayne 

'ope,  WilHam  K. 

'orter,  Estelle  G. 

'orter,  Haywood 

'orter,  J.B.  Jr.  (Buck) 

'orter,  Louella  T. 

'orter,  Sadie  E. 

'uckett,  Nora  Lee 

lamsey,  Elizabeth 

landall,  Benton 

landall,  Chris 


Randall,  E.  Suzette 
Randall,  Eli  Max 
Randall,  Elizabeth 
Randall,  Fred 
Randall,  George 
Randall,  Harvey 
Randall,  Helen 
Randall,  Jan 
Randall,  Janie 
Randall,  Kenny 
Randall,  Kerry 
Randall,  Kevin 
Randall,  Larry 
Randall,  Lou 
Randall,  May 
Randall,  Misty 
Randall,  Priscilla 
Randall,  Yvonne 
Randle,  Pam  E. 
Robertson,  Ollie 
Russell,  Betty 
Russell,  Gene 
Russell,  Leah 
Russell,  Paige 
Russell,  Phillip 
Shore,  Dorothy  T 
Sikes,  Alice 
Sikes,  Barbara 
Sikes,  Belle 
Sikes,  Beth 
Sikes,  Billy 
Sikes,  Bobby 
Sikes,  Cecil 
Sikes,  Joe  F.,  Jr. 
Sikes,  Joe  F.,  Sr. 
Sikes,  Lina 
Sikes,  Rena  M. 
Sikes,  Steven 
Sikes,  Susan 
Sinclair,  Jeanette 
Sinclair,  Minnie  Lou 
Sinclair,  Robert  L. 
Smith,  Herman 
Spear,  Joyce  R. 
Springer,  Cindy 
Springer,  John,  Jr. 
Starling,  Kim 
Taylor,  Debbie  T. 


Thomas,  Ernest 

Thomas,  Ernie 

Thomas,  Issac 

Thomas,  Mamie 

Thomas,  Ollie 

Thomas,  Ransom 

Thompson,  Billy 

Thompson,  Patricia  R. 

Thompson,  Willie  T.  (Mrs.) 

Tropatz,  Carol  T 

Troutman,  Ralph  S. 

Turner,  Dennis 

Turner,  Larry 

Turner,  LuAnne 

Turner,  Lynn 

Turner,  Mavis 

Tyson,  Aileen  W 

Tyson,  Allison 

Tyson,  Annette 

Tyson,  Betty 

Tyson,  Buddy 

Tyson,  Carrie 

Tyson,  Catherine  H. 

Tyson,  Charles  B. 

Tyson,  Charlie  S. 

Tyson,  Dorothy 

Tyson,  Gregg 

Tyson,  Harold 

Tyson,  Julia 

Tyson,  Katherine  F. 

Tyson,  Lavon 

Tyson,  Mike 

Tyson,  Myrtle 

Tyson,  Nell 

Tyson,  Willie 

Wallace,  Louisa 

Watkins,  Amy 

Watkins,  Denise 

Watkins,  Tim 

Watkins,  Wendy 

Waugh,  Lisa  M. 

Williams,  Debbie 

Williams,  Tommy 

Wilson,  Daniel 

Wilson,  Dexter 

Wilson,  Elizabeth 

Wilson,  George 

Wilson,  Theresa 
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HISTORICAL  TABLE 


This  table  begins  with  the  year  1948,  when  ten  churches  within  the  bounds  of  Anson  County  but  in  the  Pee  Dee  Association 
were  granted  letters  from  that  Association  to  unite  with  the  twelve  churches  which  had  been  known  as  the  Anson 
Association.  These  twelve  churches  disbanded  as  an  Association  to  unite  with  the  ten  to  form  what  now  is  the  Anson  Baptist 
Association.  One  church,  Southside,  was  admitted  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Association,  making  a  total  of  twenty-three 
churches. 

In  the  spring  of  1953  two  other  churches.  Deep  Springs  and  Mineral  Springs,  came  by  letter  from  the  Union  Association  to 
unite  with  us,  making  a  total  of  twenty-five  churches  in  the  Anson  Baptist  Association. 

In  1964,  Faith,  formerly  Times  Mission,  was  admitted  to  the  Association,  making  a  total  of  twenty-six  churches. 

In  1978,  Calvary  was  admitted  to  the  Association,  making  a  total  of  twenty-seven  churches. 

In  1980,  Cathedral  was  added  to  the  Association,  making  a  total  of  twenty-eight  churches. 


YEAR  WHERE  HELD 

MODERATOR 

CLERK 

PREACHER 

1948  Red  Hill 

J.C.  Meigs 

G.  W  Burch 

A.  R.  Brothers 

1949  Deep  Creek 

J.C.  Meigs 

G.  W  Burch 

J.M.  Cook 

1950  Rocky  Mount 

J.C.  Meigs 

G.  W  Burch 

Joe  Parsons 

1951  Peachland 

G.  W.  Burch 

T.  S.  Guy,  Jr. 

T.  S.  Guy,  Jr. 

1952  Wadesboro  First 

L.  W  Burch 

T.  S.  Guy,  Jr. 

John  Wallace 

1953  Ansonville 

G.  W.  Burch 

Clayton  Pope 

J.  C.  Meigs 

1954  Brown  Creek 

Eddie  Reynolds 

Clayton  Pope 

Eddie  Reynolds 

1955  Wadesboro  First 

Eddie  Reynolds 

Clayton  Pope 

Clayton  Pope 

1956  Mount  Beulah 

George  Simmons 

Clatyon  Pope 

J.  L.  O'Quinn 

1957  Gum  Springs 

George  Simmons 

Clayton  Pope 

E.  C.  Pittman 

1958  Rocky  Mount 

Clayton  Pope 

Thomas  Faircloth 

Wayne  Ashe 

1959  Deep  Springs 

Clayton  Pope 

Thomas  Faircloth 

W.  D.  Honeycutt 

1960  Polkton 

George  Simmons 

J.A.  Killian 

E.  M.  Leonard,  Jr. 

1961  New  Home 

W.  M.  Leonard,  Jr. 

J.  A.  Killan 

J.  H.  Clark 

1962  Red  Hill 

George  Simmons 

J.  A.  Killian 

George  Simmons 

1963  Wadesboro  First 

Gordon  Pope 

J.  A.  Killian 

Clayton  Pope 

1964  Lilesville 

Gordon  Pope 

J.  A.  Killian 

R.  G.  Pratt 

1965  Peachland 

J.  L.  O'Quinn 

B.  Y.  Allen 

E.  L.  Christy 

1966  Brown  Creek 

J.  L.  O'Quinn 

B.  Y.  Allen 

Robert  B.  Ledford 

1967  Mount  Beulah 

J.  L.  O'Quinn 

B.  Y.  Allen 

0.  M.  Burkhalter 

1968  Lilesville 

J.  A.  Killian 

E.  M.  Pym  (acting) 

Justus  McKeel 

1969  Wade 

J.  A.  Killian 

W.  R.  Almond 

F  A.  Crawford 

1970  Red  Hill 

Justus  McKeel 

E.  M.  Pym  (acting) 

Belvin  Cox 

1971  North  Wadesboro 

James  B.  Sides            , 

Earl  M.  Pym 

James  B.  Sides 

1972  Deep  Creek 

0.  M.  Burkhalter 

Earl  M.  Pym  (acting) 

J.D.  Griffin 

1973  Rocky  Mount 

0.  M.  Burkhalter 

Mrs.  Wm.  Webb 

Charles  Broome 

1974  Mineral  Springs 

and  Polkton 

F  A.  Crawford 

Mrs.  Wm.  Webb 

Rommie  Pierce 

1975  Mt.  Beulah  and 

Gum  Springs 

F  A.  Crawford 

Mrs.  Wm.  Webb 

J.  C.  McQueen 

1976  Wade  and  Ansonville 

F  A.  Crawford 

Mrs.  Wm.  Webb 

Joe  King 

1977  Deep  Springs  and 

Southside 

Chas.  Riddle 

Mrs.  Wm.  Webb 

Dr.  E.  E.  Hunsinger 

1978  Wadesboro  First 

and  Oakdale 

Karl  E.  Story 

Mrs.  Wm.  Webb 

John  Perry,  Jr. 

1979  Mt.  Carmel  and 

North  Wadesboro 

Karl  E.  Story 

Mrs.  Wm.  Webb 

Robert  Wensil 

1980  Rocky  Mount  and 

Mount  Beulah 

Karl  E.  Story 

Mrs.  Wm.  Webb 

Rex  Burleson 

1981  Peachland  and  Polkton 

Charles  Cauthen 

'      Mrs.  Wm.  Webb 

Ronnie  Vaughn 

1982  Lilesville  and 

New  Home 

Charles  Cauthen 

Mrs.  Wm.  Webb 

Karl  Story 

1983  Cathedral 

Charles  Cauthen 

Mrs.  Wm.  Webb 

Larry  Arrowood 

1984  North  Wadesboro 

Charles  Cauthen 

Mrs.  Julie  Johnson 

Jim  Ritter 

1985  Deep  Creek 

Charles  Willis 

Mrs.  Julie  Johnson 

Charles  Cauthen 

1986  Brown  Creek 

Charles  Willis 

Mrs.  Julie  Johnson 

Jerry  Phillips 

1987  Red  Hill 

Charles  Willis 

Mrs.  Julie  Johnson 

Paul  Sizemore 

1988  First  Baptist 

Charles  Willis 

Mrs.  Julie  Johnson 

Joe  Leonard 

1989  Rocky  Mount 

Joe  Leonard 

Mrs.  Nellie  Thomas 

Curtis  Garrison  Long 

AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY  REPORT 

Jesus  said  to  His  disciples,  "And  ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free."  John 
8:32.  The  purpose  of  the  American  Bible  Society  is  to  help  men  know  the  truth.  They  are  engaged  in 
translating,  publishing,  and  distributing  the  Bible  in  seventy-five  countries  and  territories  on  five 
continents.  In  1960  a  total  of  over  23  million  Scripture  volumes  were  circulated  by  the  Society.  This 
represented  an  increase  of  more  than  five-million  over  any  prior  year. 

PEOPLE  MUST  HAVE  THE  BIBLE  because 
it  presents  Jesus  Christ,  the  one  hope  of  men  and  nations. 

EACH  PERSON  MUST  HAVE  THE  BIBLE  IN  HIS  OWN  LANGUAGE 
because  it  speaks  to  his  heart  as  no  other  language  can  speak. 

The  Bible  is  the  essential  tool  of  missions  and  evangelism.  The  missionary  uses  it  in  all  his  work. 
The  Bible  itself  is  a  missionary.  It  can  go  where  the  human  missionary  cannot  go.  It  can  stay  on  after 
he  must  leave  —  and  keep  on  speaking  to  a  person's  heart.  But,  we  must  remember,  IN  MOST 
LANDS  PEOPLE  CANNOT  AFFORD  EVEN  THE  COST  OF  PRINTING  THE  SCRIPTURES. 

The  American  Bible  Society  helps  missionaries  to  translate  the  Bible.  It  publishes  without  note  or 
comment  and  distributes  without  profit,  usually  below  cost.  In  cases  of  special  need,  at  home  and 
abroad,  Scriptures  are  given  without  charge.  The  Bible  Society  is  an  active  partner  of  Southern 
Baptists  and  serves  every  form  of  Southern  Baptist  work  around  the  world. 

Because  the  Society  serves  mission  work  —  and  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  depend  on  the 
Bible  Society  for  Scriptures  they  need  for  their  people  —  Southern  Baptist  churches  believe  in  the 
missionary  importance  of  giving  to  the  American  Bible  Society. 

In  1960  Southern  Baptist  churches  gave  $151,626  to  the  Society.  Methodist  gifts  led  with  a  total  of 
$151,934.  Gifts  from  all  churches  in  the  U.S.A.  totaled  $1,001,768. 

Although  gifts  have  increased  and  the  work  has  expanded,  the  world-wide  need  for  the  Bible  is  still 
greater  than  the  supply. 

The  help  of  every  Southern  Baptist  Church  is  needed.  Has  your  church  given  this  year? 

Suggestions  as  to  how  to  give  are  given  by  the  Society.  Smaller  churches  might  give  from  $10  to 
$60,  larger  churches  from  $60  to  $300  and  Greater  city  churches  from  $300  to  $600  or  more. 
Whatever  the  amount,  it  will  be  used  to  give  men  the  truth  of  the  Word  of  God. 

Remember  again  the  words  of  Jesus,  "Ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free," 
Let  us  help  to  set  men  free  from  the  clutches  of  paganism  and  the  bondage  of  sin  by  giving  them  the 
Word. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Clayton  W.  Pope 

Taken  from  the  Anson  Baptist  Association  Annual  Report  in  1961. 


Charles  Randle,  son  of  W.H.  and  Josie  T  Randle,  made  known  his  call  to  the  ministry  early  in 
1950  while  he  was  a  student  at  Wingate  Jr.  College  and  was  licensed  to  preach  August  25, 1950.  After 
attending  Wingate  and  Carson  Newman,  Tenn.  he  was  ordained  in  1953  and  began  serving  Mineral 
Springs  Baptist  Church.  Then  he  served  Rocky  River  Baptist  Church  and  later  Hopewell  Baptist 
Church  in  South  Carolina. 
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Horace  and  Pearl  Pope  —  First  Extension  Workers 


R.  A.  Members  attending  R  A  Meeting  in  Greensboro.  Benton  Randall, 
Clarence  Pope,  Johnny  Pope,  Richard  Tyson,  Hubert  Lee,  and  David  Pope 
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Scene  from  old  baptismal  pool  below  church 


G  A  Group  in  1955  —  Alice  Tyson  Counselor 


Archie  and  Louise  Griffin  —  First  Cradle  Roll  Workers 


Lincoln  Martin,  Sunday  School  Superintendent.  Old  heating  system  shown  in  background. 


Rebecca  Howell,  First  Church  Librarian— 1955 
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Maude  Pope  and  Julia  Pope.  The  First  stove  bought  by       1955  Homecoming  —  Rev.  Stough,  Rev.  Bryan  Dosher,  pastor  and  Rev.  Mayberry,  visiting 
church  1955.  preacher. 


MEN'S  SOFTBALL  TEAM  1972 

Front  Row:  Joe  Sikes,  Tony  Martin,  Harvey  Randall.  Second  Row:  Paul  Turner,  Wayne  Pope,  Johnny  Pope,  Freddy  Paul.  Third  Row:  Argus  Martin,  Care; 
Edwards,  Barrel  Edwards  and  Mike  Johnson 
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lail  on  cemetery  steps  given  by  Ruth  T.  Parker  in  memory  of 
ler  husband  Nathan  T.  Parker. 


Deacons  in  1955  —  Lincoln  Martin,  Paul  Hendley,  Earl  Robertson,  Burgess  Porter  and 
Bennett  Porter. 


INTERMEDIATE  GIRLS  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS  1963 
i'ront  Row:  Mamie  Edwards,  Teacher,  Mary  Lou  Martin,  Julia  Carpenter,  Sharon  Peters,  Phyllis  Tyson,  Jean 
landall,  Becky  Stewart.  Second  Row:  Edith  Gaddy,  Joyce  Tyson,  Rebecca  Ramsey,  Edith  Davis,  Ruth  Pope,  Jill 
landall  and  Judy  Watkins. 


Mrs.  Hester  Braswell  Denton,  Sunday 
School  Secretary  in  1922. 


Mary  Ann  Burr,  Mamie  Ed- 
wards, Paul  Burr  and  Polly 
Beal. 
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Random  view  in  fellowship  building  during  homecoming  in  1988 


Hospitality  Committee  members, 
Russell 


Graduates  in  1990.  Ruth  Ingold,  Annette  Tyson,  Carla  Tyson,  Stephine  Black,  Leiah 
Johnson,  Andy  Burr,  Line  Martin,  Kevin  Randall  and  Brent  Pope. 


The  Randle  Bible  Class  and  The  Minnie  Pope  Sunday  School  Classe 
after  a  trip  on  the  bus.  Grovene  Peters,  Bessie  Johnson,  Aileen  Tysoij 
Jewell  Pope,  Ida  Pope,  Louisa  Wallace,  Ruth  Carpenter,  Daphne  LeJ 
William  Pope,  Jodie  Lee,  Cecil  Sikes,  Edna  Edwards,  Alice  Sikes,  Dewc 
Johnson,  Julia  Tyson,  Lucy  Martin,  J.  E.  Martin,  Mayo  Peters,  Evely! 
Martin,  Lane  Martin,  Ruth  Edwards  and  Ruby  Pope. 


Scene  from  cemetery  at  Memorial  Day  service.  1990 
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Scene  from  Memorial  Day  1990,  Dexter 
Martin  and  Ray  Hinson 


irgus  Martin,  Barrel  Edwards,  Sharon  Edwards  and  Betty 


CHOIR  WITH  NEW  ROBES  TAKEN  1990. 

Front  Row:  Bessie  Johnson,  Mavis  Turner,  Judie  Paul,  Phyllis  Pope,  Pat  Martin,  May  Randall, 

Ruth  Edwards.  2nd  Row:  Patty  Lawrence,  Mamie  Edwards,  Lou  Randall,  Becky  Hinson,  Martha 

Davis,  Phyllis  Dunlap.  3rd  Row:  Carey  Edwards,  Tony  Martin,  Freddie  Paul,  Dewey  Johnson. 

4th  Row:  Ray  Hinson,  Lincoln  Martin,  Bucky  Harrington,  Steve  Lee. 


CHOIR  1990 
'ront  Row:  Katherine  F.  Tyson,  Bessie  Johnson,  Phyllis  Pope,  Judie  Paul,  Pat  Martin,  May 
landall,  Patty  Lawrence.  Second  Row:  Mavis  Turner,  Phyllis  Dunlap,  Ruth  Ann  Pope,  Becky 
linson,  Mamie  Edwards.  Third  Row:Lou  Randall,  Martha  Davis,  Elizabeth  Randall,  Ruth 
Idwards,  Tony  Martin,  Freddie  Paul.  Fourth  Row:  Lincoln  Martin,  Bucky  Harrington,  Ray 
linson,  Steve  Lee,  Carey  Edwards,  Dewey  Johnson. 


Patty  Johnson  —  5  years  old.  She  is  now  our  music  director. 


Mies,  Guy  Edwards,  Jodie  Lee,  Lincoln 


Beautiful  Oak  Tree  in  Cemetery. 
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Dave  Boyles  from  High  Point,  served  as  interim  pastor 
before  Richard  Brewer  became  pastor. 


Carrie  Tyson,  Kendall  Martin  and  Nell  Tyson 


Rev.  B.  C.  Beal,  Richard  Ingold  and  Carey  Edwards 
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Boney  Braswell  Family  —  1909.  His  father  gave  land  for  the  church. 


Mr.  Leonard  Martin  and  Robert  L.  Mar- 
tin 


First  Bulletin  Board  —  Made  of  cedar  1955 


R  A  GROUP  AND  LEADER  JULIA  POPE  1955 
?ront  Row:  Rodney  Lee,  Bobby  Martin,  Joe  Sikes,  Yates  Tyson.  Second  Row:  Benton  Randall, 
inidentified,  Larry  Randall,  Clarence  Pope,  Julia  Pope. 
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SENIOR  CITIZENS  AT  HOMECOMING  1972 

J.  D.  Martin,  Mary  Anna  Martin,  Pearl  Ballard,  Pauline  Graybeal,  Kate  Alexander,  Nell  Tyson,  Myrtle  Tyson,  Adzie  Martin,  Rommie  Pierce  (Pastor),  Tom 
Tyson,  Berta  Curran,  Oscar  Lee,  Connie  Martin,  James  Carpenter,  Josie  Randle,  Ashe  Gray,  Sallie  Osborne,  Ruth  Parker,  N.  T.  Parker,  Noreen  Braswell,  C.  C. 
Braswell,  Lex  Lefler,  Nell  Young,  John  Staton,  Horace  Pope,  Mrs.  John  Staton,  Lance  Springer,  Hallie  Edwards,  Jack  Martin,  Mrs.  Hough,  Louisa  Wallace,  Earl 
Robertson,  Pearl  Martin,  Ollie  Robertson,  Ethel  Tyson,  Ann  Eliza  Tyson,  Sam  Turner,  Mattie  Porter,  Hattie  Turner,  Jesse  Porter,  Lonnie  Porter,  Louis  Martin, 
Marie  Turner,  Mrs.  Godwin,  Paul  Hendley,  Hyla  Turner,  Blanche  Hendley,  Robert  Turner,  Hester  Denton,  Mary  F.  Randle,  Mina  Lee  Randall,  Rena  Martin, 
Rosa  Simpson,  J.  V.  Pope,  Henry  Simpson,  Burgess  Porter,  Florence  Sullivan,  Blanche  Porter,  Joe  Watkins,  M.  Godwin,  Mrs.  Godwin. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clegg  Allen  —  March  18,  1990 


Bulletin  Board  1990. 


Rev.  J.  Bryan  Dosher  and  Mrs.  Dosher,  March 
1990 


Bob  and  Carolyn  Smith  —  March  18,  1990 


Polly  Beal,  wife  of  Rev.  B.  C.  Beal 


James  Crocker,  Associational  Missionary  and  Rev.  B. 
C.  Beal 


1976  BI-CENTENNIAL  AT  RED  HILL  CHURCH 
Front  Row:  Joe  Sikes,  Jr.,  Chad  Paul,  Amanda  Paul,  Melissa  Hinson,  Leah  Russell,  Phillip  Russell.  Second  Row:  Judy  Paul,  Ruth  Edwards,  Bessie  Johnson, 
Nell  Tyson,  Mattie  Porter.  Third  Row:  Louisa  Wallace,  Dixie  Martin,  Pearl  Pope.  Fourth  Row:  Becky  Hinson,  Rebecca  Ramsey,  Mrs.  Bobby  Bell,  Mamie 
Thomas.  Fifth  Row:  Jill  Randall,  Nancy  Martin,  Ruby  Pope,  Lou  Randall,  and  Mary  Alice  Sikes. 
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View  of  Church  with  old  bulletin  board. 


Y.  W.  A.  GROUP  AT  CASWELL  BAPTIST  ASSEMBLY  1954.  ,     ,    ii  —      .    --  -       *  "  -  "v. -j^^^Wi^S. 

From  left:  Betty  Ross  Pope,  Lou  Randall,  Grace  Pope,  Sarah  Ann  Pope,  Ellen  Pope  and 
Mildred  Davis  Elizabeth  Miller  and  Maude  Pope,  Community  missions  in  1955. 


WHITE  BIBLE  SERVICE  FOR  BECKY  STEWART 

Handicap  Ramp  given  in  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Martin,  Sr.  by  their  family.        From  left:  Julia  Carpenter,  Sharon  Peters,  Eunice  Pope,  Becky 

Stewart,  Joyce  Randall,  Elsie  Gaddy,  Nancy  Pope,  Nancy  Hancock. 


GIRLS  SOFTBALL  TEAM 
Front  Row:  Susan  Turner,  Leiah  John- 
son, Suzette  Randall,  Elisabeth  Randall, 
Allison  Tyson,  Denise  Watkins,  Helen 
Randall.  Second  Row:  Nancy  Hanna, 
Sarah  Johnson,  Catherine  Tyson,  Bar- 
bara Sikes,  Jennifer  Martin.  Back  Row: 
Chris  Randall,  Lu  Turner,  Joe  Sikes. 
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Parsonage  199U 


Red  Hill  Baptist  Church  from  fork  in  road  at  Parsonage. 


Cemetery  and  parsonage  in  spring. 


Red  Hill  Baptist  Church  in  spring. 
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Cemetery  and  Parsonage  —  in  winter. 


Red  Hill  Baptist  Church  in  winter  —  1960. 


BIBLE  SCHOOL  GROUP 

|-om  left:  Carolyn  Black,  Louise  Gaddy,  Rena  Martin,  Susan  Martin,  Mary  Allice  Sikes, 
leresa  Lee,  Rachel  Tyson,  Wanda  Tyson,  David  Pope. 


Scene  from  Vacation  Bible  School  in  1955 
Frank  Pope,  Becky  Stewart  (Hinson),  Lenny  Pope 


Scene  from  Christmas  Program  1981 


Youth  Choir  1981 


jl962  Vacation  Bible  School,  3  year  old  nursery:  Teachers  —  Mrs.  Pearl  Martin, 
jMrs.  Louisa  Wallace  and  Miss  Eunice  Pope 


Vacation  Bible  School  Faculty  1963 
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Old  Timey  Day  —  1989 


Carey  Edwards  —  leading  the  singing  with  "gusto"  on  "Old  Timey  Day"  Lou  Randall  at  organ.  Dr.  Walter  Woodson  (interim  pastor)  "Old  Timey  Day 


HANDLE  BIBLE  CLASS  "OLD  TIMEY  DAY"  Sunday  School  Secretaries  "Old  Timej 

William  Pope,  John  Lee,  Lane  Martin,  Guy  Edwards,  J.  E.  Martin,  Dewey  Johnson,  Mayo  Peters,  Horace  Pope  and  Jodie     Martin 
Lee 
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Lou  Randall  playing  pump  organ  —  "Old  Timey  Day"  1989 


Sherry  Lisk  &  Son  Jon 


pay",  Theresa  Wilson  and  Marlene 


Ladies  in  congregation  "Old  Timey  Day" 
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Estelle  Porter  —  1986 


Mrs.  Ollie  Braswell  Thomas  —  1990  Louise  Griffin  and  Sadie  Porter  taken  in  1990. 
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Mrs.  Louisa  Wallace  —  1990 


Mrs.  Myrtle  Blalock  Tyson  —  1990 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Martin  —  Pictures  made  in  1986. 


Horace  Pope  —  Oldest  male  at- 
tending church.  Has  36  years  per- 
fect attendance  in  1990. 


Ollie  Robertson  —  1990 


Allie  Davis  —  1990 


Belle  Sikes  —  1990 
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Phyllis  and  Jason  Dunlap  "Old  Timey  Day" 


Chris  and  Elisabeth  Randall  and  daughter  Meghan  "Old  Timey  Day" 


From  left:  Guy  Edwards,  J.  E. 
Martin,  Horace  Pope,  Bobby  Burr, 
Carey  Edwards,  Paul  Burr  and  Be- 
nton Randall.  "Old  Timey  Day" 
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Old  Timey  Day 


I 


Travis  Martin 


BEGINNERS  CLASS  "OLD  TIMEY  DAY" 

Eryn  Edwards,  Dane  Thompson,  Barbara  Sikes,  Tyler  Davis,  Ben  Lisk  and  Leiah  Johnson. 


IM0     'SffiH 


Ray  Hinson,  "Confederate  General".  Also  seen  —  Tim  Watkins, 
Laura  Mae  Edwards,  Katherine  F.  Tyson,  May  Randall,  Mamie  Edwards,  Lucy  Martin.        Johnny  Pope,  Eddie  Dunlap,  and  Andy  Burr. 
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Educational 


Back  of  Original  Building 


As  work  began 
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The  work  progressed 


Addition  1962 


New  brick  going  up 
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Completed  Educational  Building  with  building  committee  —  Ernest  Thomas,  Dewey  Johnson,  Brady  Martin,  Robert  Sinclair  and 
Horace  Pope. 
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Steeple  Under  Construction 


Steeple  Under  Construction  —  1955 


View  of  church  before  steeple  was  added. 


View  after  steeple  was  added. 
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Recent  view  of  church  after  porch  and  steeple  were  added. 
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Building  of  Fellowship  Building 

I 


GROUNDBREAKING  FOR  FELLOWSHIP  BUILDING. 

Tony  Martin,  Lincoln  Martin,  Rev.  B.  C.  Beal,  John  Maske  (Builder)  and  Lavon  Tyson. 


James  T.  Martin  and  wife  Ann  C.  Martin.  He  served  in  the 
Confederacy. 
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Two  of  the  hospitality  committee,  Arlene  Hyatt  and  Sarah  SOCIAL  AT  CHRISTMAS  CONTATA 

Johnson.  Guy  Edwards,  Sr.,  David  Black,  J.  E.  Martin,  Jr.,  and  Benton  Simpson. 


Polly  and  B.  C.  Beal 


Fellowship  building  —  1988 
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CONSTITUTION 
RED  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Route  2,  Polkton 
October  1,  1978 

INTRODUCTION 


The  purpose  of  this  booklet  is  to  provide  the  Red  Hill 
Baptist  Church  of  Route  2,  Polkton  a  copy  of  the  Consti- 
tution, by-laws,  Church  Covenant  and  some  information 
concerning  the  obligations  of  church  membership. 

We  ask  you  to  read  it  carefully,  and  preserve  it  for  your 
information  and  guidance. 

A  church  is  a  fellowship  of  people,  who  have  accepted 
Christ  as  Savior  and  are  united  by  their  common  relation 
to  the  Holy  Spirit.  A  church,  like  a  community  or  an 
individual  is  always  changing.  Fundamental  doctrines 
remain  the  same,  but  methods  of  teaching  these  doctrines 
and  of  moving  toward  objectives  must  change  if  the 
mission  of  the  church  is  to  be  accomplished. 

A  church  constitution  and  by-laws  document  helps  a 
church  preserve  democratic  procedures.  This  instrument 
serves  as  the  guide  for  members  to  follow  in  carrying  out 
the  work  of  the  church. 

Basic  theology,  organizational  structure,  and  church 
policies  are  contained  in  a  constitution.  By-laws,  on  the 
other  hand,  state  the  methods  for  carrying  out  these 
principles  and  policies.  By-laws  will  usually  be  changed 
more  often  than  the  constitution.  It  should  be  empha- 
sized, however,  that  both  constitution  and  by-laws  should 
be  reviewed  annually  by  a  special  committee,  the  church 
council  and/or  deacons. 

CONSTITUTION 

Preamble  ' 

We  declare  and  establish  this  constitution  for  the 
preservation  and  security  of  the  principles  of  our  faith, 
and  that  this  body  may  be  governed  in  an  orderly  manner. 
This  constitution  will  preserve  the  liberties  of  each  indi- 
vidual members  of  this  church  and  the  freedom  of  action 
of  this  body  in  its  relation  to  other  churches. 


I.  Name 

This  body  shall  be  known  as  the  "Red  Hill  Baptist 
Church"  of  Anson  County,  located  in  rural  Route  2, 
Polkton,  North  Carolina. 

II.  Statement  of  Faith 

The  Holy  Bible  is  the  inspired  Word  of  God  and  is  the 
basis  for  any  statement  of  faith.  The  church  subscribes  to 
the  doctrinal  statement  of  the  "Baptist  Faith  and  Mes- 
sage" as  adopted  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  We 
band  ourselves  together  as  a  body  of  baptized  believers  in 
Jesus  Christ  personally  committed  to  sharing  the  good 
news  of  salvation  to  lost  mankind.  The  ordinances  of  the 
church  are  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper. 

III.  Church  Covenant 

Having  been  led,  as  we  believe,  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  to 
receive  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  our  Savior, 

And  on  the  profession  of  our  faith,  having  been  baptized 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

We  do  now,  in  the  presence  of  God,  angels,  and  this 
assembly,  most  solemnly  and  joyfully  enter  into  covenant 
with  one  another,  as  one  body  in  Christ. 

We  engage,  therefore,  by  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to 
walk  together  in  Christian  love;  to  strive  for  the  advance- 
ment of  this  church,  in  knowledge,  holiness,  and  comfort; 

To  promote  its  prosperity  and  spiritually;  to  sustain  its 
worship,  ordinances,  discipline,  and  doctrines; 

To  contribute  cheerfully  and  regularly  to  the  support  of 
the  ministry,  the  expenses  of  the  church,  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  and  the  spread  of  the  gospel  through  all  nations. 

We  also  engage  to  maintain  family  and  secret  devotions; 
to  religiously  educate  our  children;  to  seek  the  salvation  of 
our  kindred  and  acquaintances; 
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To  walk  circumspectly  in  the  world;  to  be  just  in  our 
dealings,  faithful  in  our  engagements,  and  exemplary  in 
our  deportment; 

To  avoid  all  tattling,  backbiting,  and  excessive  anger; 

To  abstain  from  the  sale  and  use  of  intoxicating  drinks 
as  a  beverage,  and  to  be  zealous  in  our  efforts  to  advance 
the  kingdom  of  our  Saviour. 

We  further  engage  to  watch  over  one  another  in  broth- 
erly love; 

To  remember  each  other  in  prayer;  to  aid  each  other  in 
sickness  and  distress;  to  cultivate  Christian  sympathy  in 
feeling  and  courtesy  in  speech; 

To  be  slow  to  take  offense,  but  always  ready  for  recon- 
ciliation, and  mindful  of  the  rules  of  our  Saviour  to  secure 
it  without  delay. 

We  moreover  engage  that  when  we  remove  from  this 
place  we  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  unite  with  some  other 
church,  where  we  can  carry  out  the  spirit  of  this  covenant 
and  the  principles  of  God's  Word. 

IV.  Polity 

The  government  of  this  church  is  vested  in  the  body  of 
believers  who  compose  it,  and  acknowledge  no  head  but 
Christ  and  no  religious  authority  but  the  word  of  God, 
however,  experience  has  abundantly  taught  the  necessity 
of  all  bodies  having  some  system,  rules,  and  regulations  for 
conducting  business,  that  our  cause  be  better  promoted. 
Insofar  as  is  practical  we  will  support  and  cooperate  with 
our  association,  the  State  Convention  and  Southern  Bap- 
tist Convention. 

V.  Doctrine 

The  church  receives  the  Scriptures  as  its  authority  in 
matters  of  faith  and  practices.  Its  understanding  of  Chris- 
tian truth  as  contained  therein  is  in  essential  accord  with 
the  belief  of  other  Southern  Baptist  Churches. 

VI.  By-Laws 

Section  1.  General 

This  is  a  sovereign  and  democratic  Baptist  church 
under  the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  membership 
retains  unto  itself  the  right  of  exclusive  self-government  in 
all  phases  of  spiritual  and  temporal  life  of  this  church. 

The  membership  reserves  the  exclusive  right  to  deter- 
mine who  shall  be  members  of  this  church  and  the 
conditions  of  such  membership. 

Section  2.  Candidacy 

Any  person  may  offer  himself  as  a  candidate  for  mem- 
bership in  the  church  at  any  regular  worship  service  in  any 
of  the  following  ways: 

1.  By  profession  of  faith  and  baptism  by  immersion 
according  to  the  policies  of  this  church. 

2.  By  promise  of  a  letter  from  another  Baptist  church. 

3.  By  coming  from  another  faith  by  Baptism  or  restora- 
tion upon  statement  if  no  letter  obtainable. 

Should  there  be  any  dissent  as  to  any  candidate,  such 


dissent  shall  be  referred  to  the  pastor  and  deacons  for 
investigation  and  the  making  of  a  recommendation  to  the 
church  within  thirty  days  —  a  three-fourths  vote  shall  be 
necessary  of  members  present,  to  carry  the  vote. 

Section  3.  Termination  of  Membership 

Membership  shall  be  terminated  in  the  following  ways: 

1.  Death 

2.  Dimission  to  another  Baptist  church 

3.  Exclusion  by  action  of  this  church 

4.  Affiliation  with  a  church  of  another  faith  or  denomi- 
nation. 

Should  exclusion  become  necessary,  the  church  mem- 
bership must  give  due  notice  and  hearing  and  after  faithful 
efforts  have  been  made  to  bring  such  member  to  repen- 
tance, by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  majority. 

VII.  Church  Officers 

All  church  offices  and/or  leaders  must  be  members  of 
this  church  and  officers  shall  be  as  follows: 

1.  Pastor 

The  pastor  is  responsible  for  leading  the  church  func- 
tioning as  a  New  Testament  Church.  He  is  the  leader  in 
worship,  proclamation,  educational,  and  pastoral  minis- 
tries. 

A  pastor  shall  be  called  and  chosen  whenever  a  vacancy 
occurs.  His  election  shall  take  place  at  a  meeting  called  for 
that  purpose  with  a  week's  notice. 

A  pulpit  committee  shall  be  elected  by  the  church  to 
seek  out  a  suitable  pastor  and  their  recommendations  will 
constitute  a  nomination  and  the  election  will  be  by  three- 
fourths  of  membership  present.  The  pastor  thus  elected 
will  serve  until  terminated  by  his  request  of  the  Church's 
request.  Notice  of  three  months  will  be  given  by  either 
party. 

2.  Church  Staff 

The  church  will  determine  such  staff  as  needed  and  will 
be  nominated  by  a  committee  and  employed  by  church 
action.  Duties  are  best  written  and  given  to  those  so 
chosen. 

3.  Deacons 

This  church  maintains  seven  deacons  on  rotation  sys- 
tem of  two  each  year  and  one  on  the  odd  year.  The 
nominating  committee  recommendations  and  three- 
fourths  vote  (oral  or  secret)  is  necessary.  A  deacon  may  be 
re-elected  as  church  so  votes  after  one  year. 

In  accordance  with  the  meaning  of  the  work  and 
practices  of  the  New  Testament  deacons  are  to  be  servants 
of  the  church  and  are  to  measure  up  to  church's  expecta- 
tions. They  will  with  the  pastor  in  pastoral  ministries 
tasks:  proclaim  the  gospel,  care  for  church  members,  and 
other  persons  in  the  community,  be  faithful  to  all  worship 
services  and  lead  the  church  in  performing  its  task,  and  be 
members  of  this  church  for  a  three  year  period  prior  to 
election  and  well  versed  in  Southern  Missionary  Baptist 
Doctrine. 


4.  Moderator 

The  moderator  shall  be  the  pastor  and  in  event  of  his 
absence  the  chairman  of  deacons  shall  preside  and  in  the 
event  of  both,  the  church  may  designate  someone. 

5.  Clerk 

The  clerk  shall  keep  a  suitable  book  of  records  of  church 
actions,  register  of  members,  dates  of  deaths,  baptisms 
and  minutes  of  called  conferences.  Church  records  are 
church  property  and  may  be  read  by  any  member  so 
wishing. 

6.  Treasurer 

The  treasurer  shall  be  elected  by  the  church  annually 
and  his  duty  is  to  receive,  preserve  and  supervise  all  money 
matters  pertaining  to  receipt  of  and  disbursement  of 
church  money  —  Accurate  records  are  to  be  maintained 
and  report  given  to  church  membership  on  regular  basis, 
an  end  of  year  fiscal  report  approved  and  accepted  by 
church  membership. 

7.  Financial  Secretary 

The  secretary  shall  keep  records  of  receipts  and  write 
checks  payable  and  keeping  ledger  —  He  or  She  shall  be 
responsible  for  preparing  the  financial  statements. 

8.  Ushers 

The  church  shall  elect  by  vote  a  head  usher  and  number 
the  membership  deems  necessary.  The  ushers  shall  be 
attentive  to  the  needs  of  the  congregation  and  the  pastor. 

VIII.  Committees 

1.  General 

All  church  committee  members  shall  be  selected  by  the 
nominating  committee  and  elected  by  the  church  unless 
otherwise  indicated  and  must  be  members  of  this  church. 

2.  Baptism 

The  baptism  committee  shall  be  selected  by  the 
nominating  committee  and  elected  by  the  church.  The 
same  holds  true  for  flower  committee,  history  committee, 
Lord's  Supper  committee,  properties  committee,  ceme- 
tery committee,  recreation,  nursery,  missions  and 
nominating  committee  shall  have  a  staff  of  leadership 
positions  selected  and  presented  to  the  church  for  vote  by 
the  second  Sunday  in  September,  so  as  to  get  new  officers 
listed  in  the  New  Church  year  minutes.  Cemetery  by-laws 
to  remain  as  is. 


IX.  Organizations 

1.  General 

All  organizations  of  the  church  shall  be  under  church 
control,  all  officers  being  selected  by  the  church  and 
reporting  to  the  church.  The  pastor  shall  be  ex-officio 
officer  of  all  organizations  named. 

2.  Sunday  School 

There  shall  be  a  Sunday  School,  divided  into  depart- 
ments for  all  ages,  for  the  study  of  God's  word  each  Sunday 
morning  at  10:00  a.m. 

The  task  is  to  teach  biblical  revelations,  lead  in  reaching 
prospects  for  the  church,  lead  in  worship,  witnessing, 
learning  and  minister  daily  where  needed. 

3.  Baptist  Women 

The  Baptist  Women  shall  lead  out  in  teaching  missions 
and  provide  all  age  female  members  an  opportunity  to 
learn  missions. 

4.  Church  Music 

The  music  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the  minister  of 
music  —  to  teach  —  to  lead  —  sing  and  provide  worship  in 
music. 

CHURCH  MEETINGS 

There  shall  be  a  worship  service  each  Sunday  at  11:00 
a.m.  This  is  for  entire  membership  and  open  to  all  people 
for  preaching  instruction,  evangelism  and  worship  of 
Almighty  God.  Wednesday  evening  a  designated  hour  for 
prayer  service  and  choir  practice  following. 

On  alternate  Wednesday's  the  youth  group  meets  and 
called  meeting  may  be  with  one  weeks  notice. 

BUSINESS  MEETINGS 

Business  may  be  called  by  pastor  and/or  deacons  when 
deemed  necessary.  A  weeks  notice  will  be  given  for  any 
vote  on  any  action. 

AMENDMENTS 

Changes  in  this  constitution  and  by-laws  may  be  made 
at  any  regular  business  meeting  of  the  church,  provided 
such  amendments  shall  have  been  presented  in  writing  at 
a  previous  meeting  and  copies  furnished  to  each  member 
present.  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  shall  be  by  two- 
thirds  vote  of  all  members  present  and  amendments  to  the 
by-laws  likewise. 

Prayerfully  submitted  by  the  Constitutional  Committ... 
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KKi)  mix  CllOIlt 

Front  Row:  Rommie  Pierce,  Judy  Paul,  Becky  Hinson,  Ruth  Ann  Pope,  Vickie  RiUKlall,  Sandra  Howell,  Kstelle  Porter.  Second  Row:  HesHie  Johnnon,  Miivih 
Turner,  Edna  Edwards,  Patty  Johnson,  May  Randall,  Ruth  Edwards,  Sarah  B.  Martin.  Third  Row:  Daphne  I-ee,  Rehecea  Ramsey,  Jill  Randall,  Mamie 
Edwards,  Gene  Russell,  Guy  Edwards.  Fourth  Row:  Paul  Turner,  Jinuny  Martin,  Piano  Katherine  'l^son,  Ort;an  Lou  Randall,  Ray  Hinson,  Lincoln 
Martin,  Carey  Edwards. 


Katherine  Tyson,  Pianisf  and  Lou  Han 
dall,  Orf^'anisl.  Social  rollowin^;  ( 'hristrTias 
Cantata. 


RED  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  CHRISTMAS  CANTATA  1989 
First  Row  Patty  Lawrence,  Music  Director,  Phyllis  Pope,  Judy  Paul,  Pat  Martin,  Leiah  Johnson,  Bessie  Johnson. 
2nd  Row:  Marlene  Martin,  Mavis  Turner,  Becky  Hinson,  Walter  Wood.son,  Mrs.  i'lddie  Pope,  May  Randall, 
Mamie  Edwards.  3rd  Row:  Martha  Davis,  Ruth  Edwards,  Phyllis  Dunlap,  Beverly  Bad(,'ett,  Elisabeth  Randall, 
Wendy  Watkins.  4th  Row:  Steve  Lee,  Ray  Hinson,  Lincoln  Martin,  Dewey  Johnson,  ( larey  hklwards,  I'Veddy  Paul. 
Piano— Katherine  Ty.son,  Or^an—  Lou  Randall. 
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Sunday  School  Records 
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„  o  C;.  A.  GROUP  1955 

i-orter.  Standing:  May  Randall,  Betty  Sikes. 


Right:  Patsy 
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Adding  vinyl  siding  1990 
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Preparing  for  a  fellowship  meal,  1990.  Irene  Pope,  Kyle  Edwards 
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Placing  chairs  under  the  brush  arbor.  Guy  Faulkner, 


Dr.  Woodson  declaring  "The  Love  of  God"  Brush  Arbor  Day,  July 
8,  1990. 


Brush  Arbor  Day,  Laura  Mae  Edwards,  Mamie  Edwards,  Cecil  Sikes. 


Congregation  Brush  Arbor  Day  —  July  8,  1990 


Oldest  persons  attending  homecoming  1974.  Mrs.  Pearl 
Ballard  Allen,  Mrs.  Hallie  Edwards,  Mr.  Jack  Martin. 
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Patty  Lawrence  leading  the  singing  Brush  Arbor  Day. 
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Randle,  W  H.  (Mrs.)  (Josle)  —  42,  45,  49 

Randle.  Nellie  —  29 

Red  Hill  Day  —  52 

Red  Hill  and  Mt.  Vernon  News  —  40 

Red  Hill  School  House  —  5,  16,  39 

Redfearn,  Townley  —  23 

Renovations  to  Church  —  52 

Report  on   "Needs  of  our  Churches"  —  28 

Revised  Church  Roll,  1922  —  31,  32 

Revival  Meeting  —  34 

Robertson,  Earl  —  46.  47,  48,  49 

Robertson,  Earl  and  Ollle  —  43 

Rocky  River  Church  —  5,  23,  24,  50,  56 

Rolland,  W.G.  (Rev.)  —  23 

Rules  of  Decorum  —  12 

Rural  Church  of  the  Year  —  44 

Sandy  Creek  Church  —  5 

Scholarship  —  25 

Seago,  EH.  —  9,  15.  23 

Searcy,  John  (Rev.)  —  46 

Sibley,  Jane  —  9 

Sikes,  Bob  —  53 


Sikes,  Cecil  &  Alice  —  46,  49,  50,  54 

Sikes,  Charlie  —  28 

Sikes,  Fannie  —  28 

Silver  Springs  Church  —  30 

Simmons,  George  (Rev.)  —  47 

Sinclair,  Rob  —  40,  48 

Smith,  Bertha  —  25 

Smith,  Elisabeth  —  53 

Smith.  John  —  24 

Smith,  Martha  —  9 

Smith,  Robert  (Rev.)  —  52,  53 

Smith,  Roy  (Dr )  —  56 

Smith,  Ted  Hancock  —  39 

Springer,  Andrew  and  Jennifer  —  41 

Statistics,  1901  —  27 

Statistics,  1910  —  28 

Statistics,  1911  —  28 

Statistics,  1912  —  28 

Statistics,  1913  —  28,  29 

Statistics,  1914  —  29 

Statistics,  1915  —  29 

Statistics,  1917  —  29 

Staton,  Allie  —  28 

Staton,  BE  (Mr.  &  Mrs.)  —  41 

Staton,  EM.  —  25 

Staton,  John  (Rev.)  —  54 

Staton,  John  S.  and  Sara  Ann  —  40 

Staton,  John  Sanders  —  5 

Staton,  Mallory  and  Louise  Hancock  —  41 

Staton,  ML.  —  15 

Staton,  Sophronia  —  16 

Staton,  Uriah  —  5,  11,  16,  19,  54 

Steps  to  Cemetery  —  28 

Stubbs,  Wllburn  —  41 

Summey,  J  A.  (Rev.)  —  27 

Sunday  School  —  5 

Sunday  School  Reorganization  —  25 

Sunday  School  (records  kept)  —  5 

Sunday  School  Superintendent  —  36,  38.  43 

Sunday  School  Statistics,  1917  —  29 

Taylor.  Pat  —  40 

Thomas,  Ernest  —  48,  49 

Thomas,  IF  —  23.  24,  25,  28,  39.  43 

Thomas,  IF  and  family  —  41,  48 

Thomas,  Mary  Fan  —  28 

Thomas,  Raeford  Lee  (Heating  &  A/C)  —  50 

Thomasville  Orphanage  —  25 

Thompson,  Maude  Thomas  —  41 

Thompson,  William  Lee  —  41 

Threadgill,  BR  —  25 

Threadglll,  BR  (Mr.  and  Mrs.)  —  41 

Threadgill,  D.H.  and  family  —  41 

Threadgill.  Fred  C.  and  Mary  S.  —  41 

Total  Eclipse  of  the  Sun,  May  28,  1900  —  27 

Trophy  Case  —  53 

Troutman,  Ralph  —  49 

Trust  Fund  for  Cemetery  —  54 

Trustees  of  Red  Hill  Church  Property  —  16,  25 

Turner,  E,W.  —  9 

Turner,  G,W.  —  9,  11,  19 

Turner,  Mavis  M.  —  34,  53 

Turner,  Paul,  Sr.  —  49,  51,  53 

Twentieth  Century  —  27 

Tyson.  Alice  —  43 

Tyson.  Bessie  —  41 

Tyson,  Eliza  —  9 

Tyson,  Jennie  Lee  —  43 

Tyson,  Joel  —  23 

Tyson,  John  —  15 

Tyson.  L.M.  (Lemuel)  —  39,  43 

Tyson.  Lavon  —  51,  53,  54 

Tyson.  Myrtle  —  55 

Tyson.  Thomas  Boyd  (Tommy)  —  52 

Tyson,  Uriah  —  5,  9 

USA  —  35 

Veterans  buried  at  Red  Hill  —  29 

Waddill,  John  —  9 

Waddill,  Joseph  —  15 

Waddill,  Mary  —  9 

Waddill,  William  A.  —  9 

Wake  Forest  University  —  3,  22,  23,  27 

Wallace,  Jerry  (Rev.)  —  44 

Wallace,  Virginia  —  43 

Wheless,  A.W.  (Mrs.)  —  30 

White.  George  (Rev.)  —  47,  48 

Wllhoit,  Edmund  —  30 

Wilhoit,  GO.  (Rev.)  —  5,  15,  19,  22,  23,  27.  29,  30 

Wllhoit,  Matilda  Kimrey  —  30 

Wilhoit,  Minnie  —  30 

Wilhoit,  W.H.  —  30 

Wilson,  Dexter  —  51 

Wilson,  Johnnie  —  49.  50 

Wingate  Jr.  College  —  30,  40,  46,  51,  52,  53,  55, 

WMU  —  28,  54 

Woodland  Baptist  Church  —  48 

Woodson,  Walter,  Jr.  —  53,  54.  55,  56 

World  War  I  —  29 

World  War  II  —  29,  39 

Wright,  TS,  (Rev.)  —  19,  24,  25 


CHURCHES  OF  THE 
ANSON  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 

1.  ANSONVILLE Organized  1888 

Ansonville,  N.C.  28007 

2.  BROWN  CREEK Organized  1828 

Route  1,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

3.  CEDAR  GROVE Organized  1877 

Route  2,  Polkton,  N.C.  28135 

4.  DEEP  CREED Organized  1778 

Route  3,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

5.  DEEP  SPRINGS Organized  1864 

Route  1,  Peachland,  N.C.  28133 

6.  FAITH Organized  1961 

Route  2,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

7.  FALL  BRANCH Organized  1915 

Route  1,  Lilesville,  N.C.  28091 

8.  GUM  SPRINGS Organized  1834 

Route  1,  Lilesville,  N.C.  28091 

9.  LILESVILLE Organized  1777 

Lilesville,  N.C.  28091 

10.  MINERAL  SPRINGS Organized  1845 

Route  1,  Polkton,  N.C.  28135  ' 

11.  MORVEN Organized  1885 

Morven,  N.C.  28119 

o 

12.  MOUNT  BEULAH Organized  1881 

Route  4,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

13.  MOUNT  CARMEL Organized  1942 

Route  2,  Peachland,  N.C.  28133 

14.  MOUNT  ZION Organized  1912 

Route  1,  Lilesville,  N.C.  28091 

15.  NEW  HOME Organized  1889 

Route  2,  Peachland,  N.C.  28133 

16.  OAKDALE Organized  1931 

Route  1,  Polkton,  N.C.  28135  o 

17.  PEACHLAND Organized  1890 

Peachland,  N.C.  28133 

z 

18.  PLEASANT  GROVE Organized  1832 

Route  2,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

19.  POLKTON Organized  1835 

Polkton,  N.C.  28135 

20.  RED  HILL Organized  1865 

Route  2,  Polkton,  N.C.  28135 

21.  ROCKY  MOUNT Organized  1866  I '^ 

Route  2,  Polkton,  N.C.  28135 

22.  ROCKY  RIVER Organized  1776  "^ 

Route  2,  Polkton,  N.C.  28135  ^ 

WADESBORO: 

23.  NORTH  WADESBORO Organized  1923 

N.  Greene  St.,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

24.  SOUTHSIDE Organized  1948 

Burnsville  St.,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

25.  WADE Organized  1925  aj 

Church  St.,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 

26.  WADESBORO,  FIRST Organized  1848 

Lee  &  Martin  St.,  Wadesboro,  N.C.  28170 


ANSON  COUNTY 

NORTH  CAROLINA 


REYI9ED  JANUARY   1972 


